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Selections. 


THE means of grace are good, but 
good for nothing after all if I have 
not grace for the means.—R. Fill. 


LL) 


Ir is good for us to keep some 
_ account of our prayers, that we may 
not unsay in our practices anything 
we have said in our prayers.— Henry. 


“stony places (the hard points in our 
character) may yet yield soil for 
the plants of grace and holiness.— 
Spurgeon. 


WHEN the heart finds a Father in 
God, the difficulties of the mind 
about the laws of nature disappear. 
These laws are but the expression 
of his will always and everywhere. 
Every blossom, aye, and every 
blight, every sunshine, and every 
cloud, are in his hand for good to 
me if I love him.—Dr. ¥. Ker. 


Dig chaanels for the streams of love, . 
Where they may broadly run; 
And love has overflowing streams 
To fill them every one. 


But if, at any time, thou cease, 
Such channels to provide, 
The very founts of love to thee 
Will soon be parched and dried. 
| —Archbishop Trench. 


PETER tells us that Christ, al- 
though he ‘‘did no sin, neither was 
guile found in his mouth,’’ never- 
theless, ‘‘baré our sins in his own 
body on the tree.’”’ He was him- 
self sinless, and yet he was treated 
as if he had been a sinner, in order 
that we might be treated as i/ we 
had never sinned. He suffered as 
the just dying for the unjust. Here 
is the wonder of his grace and love, 
and here is the basis of our salva- 
tion. ‘‘Guiltless blood for guilty 
man was shed.’’—/ndependent. 


two REFORMED CHURCHES UNITE’ 


.| second column, it should read ‘‘ com- 


he sp e, that the 


Editorial Notes. 


—In the article, ‘‘SHOULD THE] 


in our last issue by *, on page 12, in 
the eighth line from the bottom of 


prehended inthis word,’’ instead of 
new, ‘* cultus.”’ 


—__ 


—Many have become members of 
the Church during the recent Eas- 
ter festival and thus have entered 
on a new life—the Christian life. 
As an aid to their becoming useful, 
dutiful and intelligent members they 
should have the church paper visit 
them regularly. Pastors can do no 
better service for them than by see- 
ing that, with the reception of their 
certificates of confirmation, they in 
turn give their names and _ subscrip- 
tions for the MESSENGER. 

—The Sunday-schools that have 
been closed for the winter are about 
opening here and there in the 


and South, to confer together upon 
the matter of effecting union, re- 
cently met. The Negro seems to 
be in the way of a union. ‘The 
Southern Committee does not want 
the colored ministers to sit in the 
Presbyteries and Synods with the 
white, but might tolerate them in 
the General Assembly. This means 
separate Presbyteries and Synods 
forthe tworaces. The Northern 
Committee is somewhat. disposed, 
for the sake of union, to yield to 
the feelings of their Southern bre- 
thren as far as the Presbyteries and 
‘Synods are concerned, but will in- 
sist on the two meeting in the Gen- 
eral Assembly. It therefore looks 
as if the Northern Committee would 
yield to the demands of the South- 
ern portion of the Church. This 
has called forth much comment in 
the papers of the North. Such a 
settlement of the question at issue, 
itis argued, would be against the 
constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church. It remains to be seen what 
will be the end.. 


Church, for the summer season. They 


74] d. 


use of teachers, Scholar's Quarterly, 
Advanced Lesson Papers for the lar- 
ger scholars, Pramary Lesson Papers 
for the smaller ones; together 
with the Suxday-School Treasury, 
an illustrated paper, for adult 
scholars, and Sunshine for infant 
classes, and the Reformed Mission- 
ary Herald, conveying missionary 
tidings to old and young. ‘These 
are publications of our own Church, 
and none others should be used in 
a Reformed school. Pastors and 
Superintendents should see that or- 
ders are sent in in good time. Spe- 
cimen copies will be sent on appli- 
cation. 


—The death of Chief Justice 
Waite is a great loss to the nation. 
For: fourteen years he honorably 
and signally filled the position of 
Chief Justice of the United States 
Supreme Court. He was born at 
Lyme, Conn., and was the son of a 
Chief Justice of his native State. 
He settled and practiced law at To- 
ledo, Ohio, and was appointed to the 
bench by President Grant. . Funeral 
services were held in the House of 
Representatives, Washington, on the 
morning of the 28th ult. ; the Pre- 
sident, both Houses of Congress, 
Judges of the Supreme Court and 
others being present. The inter- 


; a hard time in the courts 
during these several weeks, through 
the workings of the High License 
Act. The advocates of temperance 
[have had good reason to be grati- 
fied at the result so far. In our 
city the work of reduction of the 
number of saloons has been particu- 
larly marked. At this writing seven 
wards have been disposed of. Out 
of 727 applications the judges have 
refused over one half of them. Last, 
year 1,311 saloons were licensed. 
whilst only 330 have been granted 
this year under the new law. It 
looks now from the severe ordeal 
through which every applicant is 
made to pass (no one guilty of sell- 
ing to minors or selling on Sundays 
being granted a license) that not 
more than 2000 will receive the de- 
sired license, about one third of the 
number heretofore granted. The 
good work goes on. 


—The new Emperor of Germany 
is not, it seems, equal to the duties 
incumbent upon his position: Hero- 
ically has he ascended the throne 
and entered upon his reign. But 
his disease, now regarded as fatal 
sooner or later, has compelled him 
to desist from the full exercise of 
the duties of his office. He has 
therefore created a partial regency, 
which he has conferred upon his son 
William, the present Crown Prince. 


ment took place at Toledo, O., on 
the zgth ult. 


—Committees appointed by the 


This regency gives authority to the 
prince to represent the Emperor in 
certain matters of State business. 
In all probability full powers may 


two Presbyterian Churches, North 


. . ‘ 
soon be given him, as the perma- 


nent disability of the Emperor looks 
to be inevitable. As the new Em- 
peror has started out well in the 
way of reforms, it is to be regretted 
that his reign promises to be a very 
short one. But the God of nations 
will undoubtedly overrule all for 
the best. 


—Gov. Beaver of this State has 
issued a proclamation appointing 
April 27th as Arbor Day, to be ob- 
served throughout the common- 
wealth ‘‘by planting trees where- 
ever they can be properly cultiva- 
ted.’? Not only the children in the 
public schools, but every citizen 
should seek to plant at least one 
tree somewhere. ‘There is a neces- 
sity for an increased attention to the 
subject of forestry, and Arbor Day 
can be turned to good account in 
this direction. Let every one plant 
a tree ! 


—Pastor Stauffer has favored us 
with a bird’s eye view of Abilene, 
Kansas. It is issued with the com- 


Mers.of this State|p1iments of J. D. MacMaster & Co., 


Real Estate and Loan Brokers of 
that city. On the border of the 
map are pictures of prominent pub- 
lic buildings and private residences, 
showing the enterprise and business 
of this embryo city. Grace Re- 
formed church is located right in 
the heart of the city, and the parson- 
age is but four blocks from it. It is 
a pleasure to note the progress of 
our mission and the popularity of its 
pastor. It shows what might be 
accomplished in that great State if 
we had the means to send the right 
men to lay hold of the fields ripe for 
the harvest open up to our Church. 
They cannot be withheld much lon- 
ger. The Master requires much of 
his stewards, and that no more than 
they are able, 


—We feel certain ‘‘ Notes of Pro- 
gress in Somerset Classis,’’ which is 
begun in this issue and will be con- 
cluded in the next, will be read by 
all with interest. Brother Heller 
deserves credit and has our thanks 
for this contribution to the history 
of our Church. There are other 
Classes or sections of the Churclt 
that could be written of and show 
equal if not greater progress than 
this Classis. We will be glad if 
some competent brother in the 
Classes will undertake the task of 
preparing such notes for our colums. 
We need not be ashamed, but justly 
proud of our progress as a Church 
in this country. No other denomi- 
nation can show equal growth and 


prosperity. 
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SET APART. 


Set apart for Jesus ! 
Is not this enough, 
Though the desert prospect 
Open wild and rough ? 
Set apart for His delight, 
Chosen for His holy pleasure, 
Sealed to be His special treasure ! 
Could we choose a nobler joy?—and 
would we if we might? 


Set apartto serve Him, 
Ministers of light, 
Standing in His presence, 
Ready day or night! 
Chosen for the service blest, 
He would have us always willing, 
Like the angel host fulfilling 
Swiftly and rejoicingly each recognized be- 
hest. 


Set apart to praise Him, 
Set apart for this! 
Have the blessed angels 
Any truer bliss ? 
Soft the prelude, though so clear; 
Isolated tones are trembling ; 
By the chosen choir assembling, 
Soon shall sing together, while the universe 
shall hear. 


Set apart to love Him, 
And His love to know! 
Not te waste affection 
On a passing show. 
Called to give Him life and heart, 
Called to pour the hidden treasure, 
That none other claims to measure, 
Into His beloved hand! thrice blessed “ set 
apart!” 


Set apart for ever 
For Himself alone! 
Now we see our calling, 
Gloriously shown. 
Owning with no secret dread, 
This our holy separation, 
Now the crown of consecration 
Of the Lord our God shall rest upon our 
willing head ! 


Communications. 
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THE SITE OF CALVARY. 


BY REV. THEODORE APPEL, D.D. 


Perhaps no tradition has been 
more generally accepted than the 
one which locates the scene of the 
Saviour’s death and burial beneath 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
an immense building or series of 
buildings, within the present walls 
of Jerusalem. It comes down to us 
in an unbroken succession from the 
time of Constantine in the fourth 
century, and, until more recently, 
with only here and there a dissent- 
ing voice. When examined critic- 
ally, however, it has not been able 
to sustain itself successfully. °Euse- 
bius, the Church father, its leading 
advocate atthe time it took its rise, 
refers to no written documents or 
authorities, and admits that he de- 
pends on the mere hear-say of the 
day. Incidentally he says that when 
the sacred place was searched for 
under Constantine and his mother 
Helena, it had been given over.to 
‘‘utter oblivion and destruction.’’ 
Its discovery, therefore, was the re- 
sult of inspiration, or as the Emper- 
or said, a ‘‘miracle,’’ which was 
something purely imaginary. 

The situation of the Church of 


| strangely narrow at this point. 


the Holy Sepulchre is in itself an 
argument against its claims to be 
the place, where Christ died. It is 


less than a quarter of a mile from 


‘the wall of the temple, ‘and if the 
old city walls ran between the two, 
as must be supposed, because’ Cal- 
vary was on the outside of the wall, 
then the city must have been quite 
But 
this seems to be incredible. In the 
time of Christ it was much larger 
than at present, and conformed to 
the shape of the ground on the west. 
It would naturally spread out as far 
west as the hill on which it was 
built would allow. 

Our own countryman, Dr. Robin- 
son, after making careful examina- 
tion of the ground around Jerusa- 
lem about forty years ago, was 
among the farst to combat the tradi- 
tional site of Calvary and the Holy 
Sepulchre, and he has been sustain- 
ed by an increasing number of emi- 
nent scholars and authorities in this 
country and Europe ever since. 
The advocates of the traditional 
place of the crucifixion, Protestant 
as well as Catholic, are also emi- 
nent. This much seems to have 
been gained by the discussion, that 
the arguments against the genuine- 
ness of the traditional site are stronger 
than those advanced in its favor. 

According to Robinson and others, 
Calvary was situated on a knoll to 
the north of Jerusalem, not far from 
the Damascus Gate, a short distance 


from the public road leading to the} 


north. Old Jewish writers call it 
‘“the place of Stoning,’’? and speak 
of it also as a place where persons 


were crucified. The hillock still 


has a peculiar shape, and the late]. 


General Gordon, who was a sober 


engineer as well as a religious en- 


thusiast, was fully persuaded that it 
was ‘‘the place of the skull,” 
spoken of in Scripture. He had 
spent a year at Jerusalem in making 
investigations at and around Jerusa- 
lem before his sad mission to the 
Soudan, and Calvary occupied much 
of his attention. 

At his very earnest entreaties this 
knoll, including the Grotto of Jere- 
miah, has been examined by the 
Palestine Exploration Fund, and 
some interesting discoveries have 
been made. Among the rest a re- 
markable tomb was excavated, 
which was manifestly of the Herod- 
ean period.- Whilst there are hun- 
dred of graves in the neighborhood, 
this is the only one that is Jewish in 
style, and the,only one in the 
vicinity that could have been hewn 
of arock in the time of Christ. It 
has excited considerable interest in 
England, as being more likely the 
family vault of Joseph of Arimathea, 
in which never man had been laid, 
than any hitherto known. A person 
of his wealth and standing would, 


we might suppose, prepare just such. 


a resting-place for himself and 
family. 

It is thus described by- Laurence 
Oliphant in his Haifa, or Life in 
Modcrn Palestine: ‘‘'The tomb is 
approached by a court cut in the 


rock seven feet square, and two) strictest sense. 
et 
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stones are so placed as to give the 
idea that they may have held in 
place a rolling stone in front of the 
door. On the right is a side en- 
trance leading into a chamber with 
a single loculus, and thence into a 
cave eight feet by ten. If, instead 
of turning into this, we go straight 
on, we descend into a chamber six 
feet by nine ; from either side-wall, 
andin the back-wall of this cham- 
ber, are three low passages; they 
lead into three other small cham- 
bers, each about seven feet long by 
six wide, and in each side of each 
are stone benches, on which bodies 
could be placed, with a narrow 
passage between them, so that, in 
fact, the whole tomb could contain 
six bodies. Whether it be the real 
Holy Sepulchre or not, it is inter- 
esting from the fact that this is the 
only Jewish tomb that has ever been 
found so close to the ramparts of 
the modern city, and to the spot 
which may, with comparative cer- 
tainty, be identified with Calvary.”’ 
Such is the judgment of Mr. Oli- 
phant, private secretary of Lord 
Elgin, who spent a number of years 
in Palestine, and gave the antiqui- 
ties of Jerusalem his unprejudiced 
attention. Will the modern view 
of Calvary prevail? We think it 
will. Willit make any difference? 
It may be not without its influence 
in the cabinets of Europe. If it 
divests the present Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre or some of its super- 


stitions, animosities and_ broils, 
which make it the disgrace oft. 
Christendom, it will have accom- 


plished a good work. 


That will 
be something. 


For Reformed Church Messenger. 

ROTHE ON PLEASURE- 

SEEKING. ~ 

On this subject, our author takes 
exceedingly high ground. He con- 
fesses that he was born with a de- 
cidedly monastic turn. Whilst ad- 
vocating yiews of the intensest 
severity regarding pleasure, he earn- 
estly warns all who feel and think as 
he does on the subject, to exercise 
the greatest consideration in pass- 
ing judgment on the conduct of those 
who are differently constituted from 
themselves; and cheerfully concedes 
that in matters of this kind each 
man’s conscience must be the court 
of final resort. 

It is not our purpose to inform our 
readers of what Dr. Rothe has to 
say about card-playing and theater- 
going and similar forms of amuse- 
ment. He discusses the topics 
named in an exhaustive and inter- 
esting way, and reaches conclusions 
which must commend themselves 
favorably to the judgment of every 
thinking man. As the space we 
allow ourselves for these papers is 
limited, we cannot enter into its 
various aspects, but must confine 
ourselves to what is said on the sub- 
ject in general. 

The purpose or intention of pleas- 
ure is that it be a means of ve-crea- 
tion, this last word taken in its 
In 


that measure 


now. that each one really needs re- 
creation, is he, in the way of duty, 
to participate in enjoyment,—in no 
less, but however in no more. In 
other words, pleasure is right and 
proper (pjlichtimassig) in so far as, 
in the case of those sharing it, it 
actually satisfies a real need of re- 
creation. Pleasure, to which there 
is no corresponding need of recrea- 
tion is wrong (pflichtwidrig); so 
also is that which affords no real re- 
creation, either for ourselves or for 
others. Hirscher, a Catholic mor- 
alist is quoted, who says: ‘‘ Life is 
no time for play, but work sand who 
will cat, must /abor. One can play 
to fit himself for work, but not: play, 
instead of work.”’ 

Especially in these present days 
of ours is it the duty of every one 
as regards the pursuit of pleasure to 
subject himself to the severest dis- 
cipline ; for it is simply alarming 
how this propensity mixes itself into 


everything and boldly pushes itself . 


forward on all occasions. ‘The pres- 
ent generation undertakes nothing 
which will not prove remunerative 
in the forni of pleasure. This tend- 
ency if allowed to gain full headway 
must inevitably dry up the springs 
of earnestness in every work of life. 
Let each one make this conviction 
his own, especially by practice, that 


pleasure is by no means indispensa- 


ble for a happy human existence, 


that pleasure namely which passes 


specifically under this mame, and 
which paises not spontaneously, hut 


ust be pr 
Let us see 


refined, becomes for us an absolute 
necessity.. This would have to re- 
sult in the neglect of positive obli- 
gations, and we soon would have to 
make a business of our pleasure, 
which is just as far from being agree- 
able as from being sensible. Ina 
word this must be our rule through- 
out, that we be close in measuring 
out our pleasures to ourselves, and 
often on principle deny them to 
ourselves entirely, lest on the one 
hand, by becoming addicted to them 
we lose our freedom, and in order 
that, on the other, we remain sus- 
ceptible for their enjoyment. 

Rothe makes the following state- 
ment in regard to himself, which 
seems worthy of being presented in 
the form of a literal translation : 

‘The writer cannot understand 
how any one can become a pleasure- 
seeker in the sense of habitually 
trying to find his enjoyment in di- 
version. 
he knows of no higher gratification 


than the profoundest and stillest 


meditation (Sammlung). He can- 


not see how any one can go 7 the 


pursuit of pleasure, however gladly 
he may pluck it in passing along, 
when he meets with it unsought. 
It may not pretend to hold his at- 
tention long, nor detain him on his 
way. It may in nowise assert its 
importance, as though it were a 
matter of moment, or anything more 
than a pleasing adornment, upon 


which the eye can rest an instant | 


with satisfaction and interest, but 


As for himself personally, © 


ana arranged for. am ie : 
it that no form of ~~~ 


pleasure, even though it fat the nee * 


- without; and iwhilst- it: enhances | 
€very joy afforded us, it is the only 


in truth happy who closes each day 


dition of the real enjoyment of all 


‘ousness of those pleasures which 
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whose absence would never be 
noticed. All that it can lay claim 
to is to be a cheerful foot-path, 
which, with scarcely observable 
curves, returns soon to the straight 
highway of active life. The writer 
must own to a deep aversion to all 
arrangements and preparations hav- 
ing pleasure expressly in view, and 
can say that he is really quickened 
and refreshed by those forms of it 
which come upon him unlooked for 
and are scarcely perceptible in their 
approach.’’ 


Are we to conclude from all this 
that the Christian must give up all 
idea of securing for himself any- 
thing that deserves the name of 
earthly happiness? On the con- 
trary, among the sixteen duties 
which according to Dr. Rothe, each 
man owes to himself, one is de- 
signated as ‘‘ Die Pjlicht, sich selbst 
su tugendhafter Gluckseligkewt zu 
erzichen:’? accordingly we are to 
train ourselves to be happy. But 
we are not to depend upon partici- 
pation in extraordinary occasions of 
joyfulness, but upon the daily quiet 
enjoyment of a calmly and uniform- 
ly onflowing contentment, which is 
inseparable from a life ordered and 
arranged by the principles of relig- 
ion and morality. The disposition 
of the inner man as determined by 
these principles is the fountain of all 
true pleasure and happiness. This 
is certainly the indispensable con- 


that, as agreeable, comes to us from 


absolutely sure source of true inner 
well-being. The springs of happi- 
ness are not to be found where they 
are generally sought. The virtuous 
man finds its richest source in for- 
getting himself in his eager zeal to 
accomplish some noble métal work 
to which he has devoted his life. 
He is heartily satisfied if only, as| 
the result of it all, something of ad- 
vantage turns out to the world, even 
though he should have for himself 
no (so called) joyous hour. He is 


with the consciousness of having 
done something toward the accom- 
plishment of the great moral life- 
work to which he has consecrated 
his being ; and who begins each new 
day with the reasonable hope that 
he will be able to go forward with 
his high task. Where is that virtu- 
ous man whe could not draw from 
this fountain? We seek our pleas- 
ures usually from afar, and permit 
those to remain disregarded which 
bloom at our very doors. If any 
one thinks that he is destitute of 
happiness, let him form the firm re- 
solution that, with gratitude to God 
and his fellow men, he will arouse 
himself to a clear and lively consci- 


from long continued enjoymenthave 
almost escaped his observation, es- 
pecially those smaller ones and of 
every day occurrence, which, al- 
though for the most part overlook- 
ed, are the ones which chiefly enter 
into and constitute the happiness of 
life./ 


If our calling in life be attended 
for the most part with discomfort, 
let us watch closely and see whether 
we cannot discover some attractive 
and elevating feature connected 
with it ; we shall not be disappoint- 
ed if we do. It is of special import- 
ance for our happiness that we from 
the beginning accustom ourselves to 
an oppressive or annoying situation, 
regard it as a settled matter which 
cannot be altered, so that all de- 
pends now upon our accommodating 
ourselves to and for it as best we 
can. ‘This is that resignation which 
belongs as essentially to true hap- 
piness, as does that manly modera- 
tion or self-control that reveals itself 
in the vicissitudes which, in the 
form of prosperity and adversity, 
are inseparable from our mortal life. 
In this respect a great affliction may 
be helpful to us,—one that laysa 
permanent hold upon our inmost 
being. Such a one renders\us re- 
latively unsusceptible to the many 
little grievances, which often con- 
stitute our greatest unhappiness. 
Let us once for all give ourselves up 
to tribulation with childlike cheer- 
ful patience as to a means of spiritu- 
al culture which as being divinely 
ordained, is absolutely indispensa- 
ble. Thus, indeed, we will not 
cease to suffer ; but as our resistance 
to suffering has been subdued, its 
sting has been blunted. 

Above all let us not overlook the 
inexhaustibly rich source of pleas- 
ure which is at hand for all who are 
willing, in self-forgetfulness, to enter 


into the happiness of all around us. 
If we’ could only smother our sel- 
fishness, which by reason of a 
childish covetousness, never’ al- 
lows real contentedness to find place 
in us and allow our hearts to be ex- 
panded by true Christian love. Then 
we would be capable of making our 
own, and participating in, our broth- 
er’s joy ; yea, with purer satisfaction 
than if it were absolutely our own. 
This alone is that attitude of mind 
which characterizes true manhood. 
But, finally, let no one deceive 
himself by supposing that he can 
lead a happy earthly life without 
that hope which confidently looks 
forward to the life that is to come. 


Here below there is no happiness | 


except for those who find its pre- 
ponderating element to consist -in 
well grounded expectations, looking 
beyond this present world of time 
and sense, into one of spiritual and 
eternal realities. UEBER SETZER. 


for Reformed Church Messenger. 
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The Letter of Rev. Dr. R. S. Storrs, 
accepting the Presidency of 
the Board, 


Having read the above letter with 
much interest and satisfaction, we 
detm it proper to direct to it the at- 
tention of the readers of the Mus- 
SENGER, and cull from it such por- 
tions as we deem of special import- 
ance. According to a rule of long 
standing, candidates for the foreign 
mission work, are examined by the 
Prudential Committee of the Board. 


This committee standing upon the 
doctrinal basis of the Board, declin- 
ed to commission men for the for- 
eign field who hold to the dogma of 
a future probation. ‘This question 
was brought before the Board for its 
action and discussion. After a 
lengthy, able, and earnest discus- 
sion, the Board, with a large ma- 
jority, sustained the action of its 
committee. The Board according- 
ly, in its election of a new Presi- 
dent, was governed by its theologi- 
cal basis, and elected a manin known 
sympathy with its principles. Their 
choice was the Rev. Dr. Storrs of 
Brooklyn, N. Y. This eminent di- 
vine is not a bigot, nor illiberal in 
his views, but thoroughly orthodox 
and reliable. 

After a very real and appropriate 
introduction, in which he speaks of 
his appointment, and hisacceptance, 
he proceeds thus : 


‘The Board has also determined, 
by a majority of nearly five-sevenths, 
at the largest meeting of its Corpor- 
ate Members ever convened, and at 
a meeting happily held in the midst 
of communities giving an active 
and eloquent support to the chal- 
lenging opinion, that the theory ofa 
probation after death, offering op- 
portunities beyond the grave to at- 
tain by repentance eternal life, is at 
any rate not a constituent part of 
the Gospel of Christ, that it has no 
authority from the Master to show, 
and that it therefore ought not to 
become, directly or indirectly, an 
element in the message which a so- 
ciety in the past and in the present 
consecrated to him, sends to man- 
kind. Many, no doubt, go further 
rthan this, and believe the theory 
not only foreign to the, Gospel, but 
in its various roots and relations, 
and in the germinant forces which it 
holds, inimical to that, and danger- 
ousto the souls of men. To their 
minds it presents itself as closely 
intertwined with a recent and con- 
fident speculative system which 
they thoroughly distrust, which 
seems to contradict fundamental 
convictions, and to which they are 
energetically opposed. But all op- 
ponents of the theory reach at least 
the line before indicated ; and it is 
not needful to-go further than that’ 
to understand and accept the late 
action of the Board. After full dis- 
cussions, against all influences seek- 
ing to divert it or to detain it, it has 
explicitly reaffirmed, with added 
emphasis, the instructions before 
given to its committee, enjoining 
them to be specially cautious in re- 
gard to this theory in their approval 
of future candidates. 


‘““It seems to me, then, too evi- 
dent for argument that this question 
also must be regarded as practically 
retired from further debate at our 
annual sessions, certainly for years 
to come. It has been conclusively 
remitted to that general and legiti- 
mate outside debate which never 
ceases, in books, essays, articles, 
sermons, in church conferences and 
local associations ; and only when, 
through such debate, the convic- 
tions and the feeling of men have 
widely been changed, will it have 
the just privilege of appearing again 
upon our platform. At least, this 
appears the natural course for events 
to follow; and I cannot doubt’that 
fair-minded men, whatever may 
have been their previous preference, 
will generally assent toit. Nothing 
could be more conspicuously absurd 


than to expect the Board in its cor- 
porate action to authorize a theory 
which most of its members thus far 


believe to be only an attractive but 
a delusive human speculation, with 
no basis in the Scriptures, and form- 
ing no part of that Divine message 
which came to our fathers, and has 
come to us, from the bleeding and 
kingly hands of Christ.’’ 


The action of the Board, of which 
Dr. Storrs speaks in such earnest 
terms, must be to thousands of God’s 
ministers and people both assuring 
and refreshing. For many years 
already, the churches of New Eng- 
land have been severely criticised 
for their loose, rationalistic tenden- 
cies, and not without some reason. 
Now then, that nearly five-sevenths 
of its large Board of Missions have 
indicated their firm adherence to the 
old and established principles, must 
be encouraging to the friends of our 
accepted orthodox Christianity. The 
Board holds ‘‘that the theory of 
probation after death, offering op- 
portunities beyond the grave to at- 
tain by repentance eternal life is at 
any rate not a constituent part of 
the Gospel of Christ, that it has no 
authority from the Master to show, 
and that it therefore ought not to 
become directly or indirectly, an 
element in the message which a so- 
ciety in the past and in the present 
consecrated to him, sends to man- 
kind.”’ 

The advocacy therefore in differ- / 
ent quarters of a probation after 
death, is by the vast majority of 
God’s ministers painfully regretted. 
They do not believe this dogma is 
sanctioned in God’s word, and hold 
that its influence is highly pernici- 
ous and dangerous. It opensa field 
of thought which tends strongly in 
the direction of universalism, and 
so to general indifference to the 
claims of God, and to earnest work 
for the soul, and its eternal welfare. 
It therefore places a most serious 
obstacle in the way of God’s faith- 
ful ministers. People under the influ- 
ence in question, are usually offend- 
ed when ministers speak as Christ 
and his apostles did, about future 
and eternal punishment. With such 
the principle of responsibility is re- 
versed—they hold man to be simply 
unfortunate, and that God is under 
obligations to deliver him .from his 
state of misery and wretchedness. 
Under this false view the enmity of 
the heart is quickened into a fierce 
flame, which is intensified by every 
shocking disaster in which scores of 
men, women aud children are in a 
moment hurried into eternity, and 
many more are distressingly maim- 
ed for life. They learn to look upon 
God as a tyrant, a hard master, and 
are irritated by any reference to 
retribution. If then, men should 
hold on this question views different 
from the general faith of the Church, 
let them not publish them abroad 
before the world to the grief of 
thousands of God’s faithful serv- 
ants, to unsettle and distract the 
minds of many, and which may lead 
to the ruin of their souls. Is there 
not a fearful woe pronounced against 
such as give needless offence, and 
place stumbling blocks in the way 
of others? Is there not already 


among the people carnal security, 
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religious indifference enough ? Why 
then lull the people into a still deep- 
er sleep? Verily ministers and peo- 
‘ple have abetter work than this to do 
when sinners are perishing all 
around them! Let all be earnestly 
exhorted ‘‘to work while itis day, 
for the night cometh in which no 
man can work.’’ K. 


Our Church Work. 
at peers: Church ander 


A SERIES OF FOREIGN 
LETTERS. 


Dh 
SHIROISHI, Japan, February 4, 1888. 

Dear Reformed Friends :-Shiroishi 
isa town of between five and six 
thousand inhabitants. It is situa- 
ted twenty-eight miles south of Sen- 
dai, on the national highway and 
also on the Tokyo and Sendai rail- 
way. The surrounding scenery is 
full of that which makes for beauty 
in nature. High snow-capped hills 
add a keen edge to the winds. The 
narrow valley is fertile. Field and 
garden in the brighter days of sum- 
mer, bring happy smiles of content 
to the face of man who seems to be 
heart and soul, a part of this region. 


A CALL FOR HELP. 

Two weeks ago, Mrs. Hoy and I, 
Hashimoto Sau, my personal teacher, 
and O Tei Sau, Mrs. Hoy’s assis- 
tant, came down here, in answer to 
a strong call, to see what could be 
done for these people. No Chris- 
tian work had ever been attempted 
in this town before. The place is a 
Buddhist stronghold, and our Japa: 
nese friends foretold nothing but 
discouragement. ‘Trusting in God, 
however, we came, hoping to effect 
an opening for the preaching of the 
Gospel of Christ. We went to a 
hotel—a cold house, not half so 
comfortable as an American barn, — 
cold, and only a few glowing char- 
coals to induce a person to hug the 
delusion that he hada fire. And I 
thought of a noted, character in 
Dickens freezing his clerks. 


WORK IN THE HOSPITAL. 

As I had a letter of introduction 
to the superintendent of the Shiroi- 
shi hospital, Hashimoto Sau and I 
went to meet him, but found that 
he had left town early in the morn- 
ing. We made the acquaintance, 
however, of other members of the 
hospital force, and asked permission 
to bring the ladies up. This was 
cheerfully granted. After lunch we 
all left the hotel and proceeded to 
the hospital. Having partaken of 
the customary tea and cake, we 
were conducted through the differ- 
ent wards. 

Hashimoto Sau and Mrs. Hoy 
distributed religious tracts and Scrip- 
turé leaflets among the patients. 
Then we were invited into a large 
second story room, where we held a 
long conversation on religious’ sub- 
jects—a little band of timid seekers 
seated around the fire-box. 

What were the soul-forces set to 
work? The outcome was, that ar- 
rangements were made for organi- 
zing a class for women and one for 


boys and young men. Encourage- 


ment. 
VISIT TO THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


After this we visited the public 
schools. Oh! what thoughts and 
hopes ran through mind and heart 
on studying the faces of seven hun- 
dred little boys and girls! Christ 
or Buddha! In one room thirty 
children were reciting English. We 
found them struggling with these 
sentences—‘‘ Rover is a bad dog. 
He ran off with the man’s hat.’’ 
This quickened memory. We for- 
eigners had almost forgotten poor 
Rover. 

Rover! Yes, my good old dog of 
boyhood days. A faithful compan- 
ion was he in bringing home the 
cows. Many a day he and I played 
along the stream and in the flower- 
peopled woods. Rover! The name 
comes back with all the old asso- 
ciations. What a medley of thoughts ! 
The inspiration of these heathen 
but hopeful little children and the 
memories of my old dog! Rover 
died. Tears told a boy’s sorrow. 
These children are before me, and 
tears—well, what a queer compound 
the missionary is any way. 

Nor was this visit made in vain. 
Some of the boys promised to come 
to my class the following week, and 
a number of the girls expressed 
their desire to join Mrs. Hoy’s class ; 
and in the afternoon the superinten- 
dent of the schools and one of the 
teachers spent two hours with us at 
the hotel. We talked about Jesus. 

The men had some knowledge of 
the New Te 'tament, and told us of 
their difficul.y in understanding the 


miracles of Christ. 


BRIGHT PROSPECTS. 


The fruit of this first visit was 
enough to encourage us. So we 
made engagements for the following 
Saturday. This town is easily and 
cheaply reached by rail from Sendai. 
In this way we can multiply our 
feeble forces. And not only that, 
but this arrangement also gives op- 
portunities of bearing the Gospel to 
a people to whom all such privi- 
leges were hitherto denied.. Five 
days for teaching in our schools and 
Saturday and Sunday for Gospel 
work. 

In my next letter, I purpose tell- 
ing you how our work is opening up 
in this town. While Iam writing 
this, a numbey of Japanese are seated 
around the iwzbachi, engaged in an 
animated social talk. Would there 
were time to tell you what is said, 
and how it is said, and to picture 
the scene. How cold these houses 
are. My fingers refuse to hold the 
pen much longer. 


THE FIRST FRUITS. 

The Gospel is bearing rich fruit 
in Japan. During December and 
January more than one hundred con- 
verts were added to our Sendai 
church. Good reports come in from 
other points... A letter-from one of 
our Tokyo men is exceedingly joy- 


ful. Souls are being added to the 
churches there. Thus through all 
Japan. 


Brother Moore sends greeting 


from Yamagata and reports an 
awakening there. He has just asked 
for thirty-six copies of Bro. Gring’s 
translation of the Heidelberg Cate- 
chism. A fine opening, and Bro. 
Moore pleads for help. 

Brother Schneder is teaching the- 
ology and our catechism in the 
Training school, and studying the 
language. We all thank you for 
sending him out. 

Miss Poorbaugh continues in de- 
veloping the Girls’ school. The 
sooner you help her the better. And 
Kitty Poorbaugh—how she is grow- 
ing! But enough of this now, I 
must try to warm my hands. 

Yours in grace, 
W. E. Hoy. 


For Reformed Church Messenger. 


MISSIONARY NOTES. 


BY REY. A. C. WHITMER, SUPERINTENDENT 


OF MISSIONS. 


WHERE IS THE LACK? 


Our Board of Missions makes an 
estimate once a year of what is 
needed to carry on our work and 
apportions this among the three 
Synods ; but it is painfully evident 
every year that we do not get much 
more than two-thirds of this amount. 
The following table shows what 
amount has been assumed and paid 
by the several Synods during the 
last seven years. Please note, how- 
ever, that the amount paid is always 
on the apportionment of the previ- 
ous year. 

SYNOD OF THE UNITED STATES. 


oe Boned stowed chine PASTE 
1880 $ 8,500 $ 8,500 
1881 8,500 8,5c0 }~=—- $6,931 
1882 9,000 g ,000 5,301 
18383 9,5 °0 g 500 i heeie 
1884 11,000 11,000 75189 
1885 12,000 12,000 8,374 
1886 12,020 12,000 8,044 
1887 12,000 12,000 9,343 

SYNOD OF THE POTOMAC. 

1880 $3,750 $3,750 
1881 3.750 3,750 $2,561 
1882 5250 4250 3,420 
1883 4,500 4,500 3,726 
1834 5,000 5,000 4,203 
1885 5,500 5 5co 4,853 
1886 5,500 5 500 4 569 
1887 5 500) 5,500 4,605 


NotEe:—In the treasurer’s ac- 
count for 1884, 1885 and 1887, a de- 
duction of $319, $475, $5 and $75 
has been made for moneys paid by 
Towa and Kansas Classis, but credit- 
ed to Potomac Synod. 


PITTSBURGH SYNOD. 


Amount asked Amount Amount 
Year by the Board Assumed Paid. 
1880 $2,750 $2,750 
1881 2,750 2,750 $2,104 
1882 3,250 —— 3,011 
1883 3,500 3,500 3,993 
1884 4,000 4,000 2,762 
1885 4,500 4,000 3,185 
1886 4,500 3,000 2,781 
1887 4,500 3,000 2,657 


So much now in regard to the 
Synods. Let us next see how the 
case stands with the Classes. Of 
this, however, in another paper. 


_ PLEASE, BRETHREN. 
Will pastors please send their 
Easter offerings at once to the treas- 
urers of their Classes, and these to 


eran (oes 
d 


that our needy and patient mission- 
aries may be paid. Do not wait for 
the last dollar, but send the money 
as soon as you get it. 


FINAL REPORT. 


I have several times reported pro- 
gress in regard to the Suriday-school 
pledges of $10 each to be raised at 
Easter and I now, March 23d, make 
final report. 

The Request for Easter offerings 
for Home Missions was sent to over 
300 pastors. Only 142 gave any an- 
swer. These have pledged about 
125 Sunday-schools to give gro or . 
more each at Easter. 

As many of our schools are closed, 
and will open only after Easter, the 
effort will be continued, in justice 
tor all) g 

Very many pastors have certainly 
wronged themselves and _ their 
schools by not reporting. 

‘‘I was too busy,’’ Says one, 
speaking for many. But looking 
over the list I find the names of the 
busiest pastors, and likely there was 
also some other reason. 

Of the 142 who answered the Re- 
guest, 63 were of the Eastern Synod, 
26 of the Pittsburgh Synod, and-+53 
of the Potomac Synod. j 

It is deserving of mention and 
quite interesting also, that of the 
125 pledges, 20 were given by our 
missions, and a very large number of 
the rest were given by other com- 
paratively poor schools. 


Correspondence. i 
- ~ 


For nao Church Messenger. i 


NOTES OF PROGRESS pone 
SOMERSET CLASSIS. 


BY REV, A. J. HELLER. 


It is not designed to give a detail- 
ed history of the several charges 
composing the Somerset Classis, but 
only in a very brief way to indicate 
their present status, and prospects 
of future growth. ~ Nevertheless, 
we ask the indulgence of the read- 
er while we make a few general ob- 
servations, in the way of contrasting 
the present with the past condition 
of the Church now compassed by - 
this Classis. 

In January, 1865, twenty-three 
years ago, when the writer for the 
first time set foot on the high table- 
land of the Alleghenies, the terri- 
tory now embraced by Somerset 
Classis—and also that of Allegheny 
Classis—was comprehended in the — 
bounds of ‘‘old’’ Westmoreland. 
Somerset and Allegheny Classis are 
twin sisters. They were both con- 
stituted by a resolution of the West- 
moreland Classis, passed at the an- 
nual meeting held in the Reformed — 
Church at Latrobe, in the month of 
June, 1871. The action of Classis 
was ratified at the following meet- 
ing of the Pittsburgh Synod. And 
these two daughters of dear ‘‘old”’ 
Westmoreland have been making 
commendable progress down to the 
present moment, and giving abund- | 
ant evidence, on every page of their 
history, of the wisdom of the act 


Treasurer Seibert without delay, so 


which gave them being. West-_ 


yf 


Sern 


pay 


ne 


7 


APRIL, 4, 1888.] 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


5 


moreland in thus shortening her 
cords was the more able to strength- 
en the things reserved to herself ; 
and, notwithstanding her burden of 
years, has been, with youthful 
spirit, keeping pace with her 
daughters, in everything pertaining 
to the upbuilding and advancement 
of our Lord’s kingdom. 

Then, in 1865, the territory now 
included in Somerset Classis was 
partially occupied by only six 
charges, viz., Berlin, Somerset, 
Wellersburg, Grantsville (Paradise), 
Beam and Shade. ‘These charges 
contained 23 congregations em- 
bracing a confirmed membership 
of about 1400, and contributing, as 
nearly as can be ascertained, from 
$500 to $800, annually, towards the 
benevolent operations of the church. 
Now, instead of six, there are 12 
charges, composed of 36 congrega- 
tions, containing a confirmed mem- 
bership of 5067, adherents 2277, and 
contributing annually about $2200 
for benevolent purposes. At the end 
of this year 1o new churches will 
have been created, others refitted 
and greatly improved, while six par- 
sonages, in recent years, have been 
added to the list. 

Some years before, the so-called 
““new measures’’ had swept over 
certain districts and by their baleful 
influence left them in a partially 
collapsed condition. The sections 
referred to were regarded and spok- 
en of as‘‘ burnt districts,’’ whose 
resuscitation was extremely doubt- 


- ful. But, through the patient and 
‘s€lf-denying labors of an intelligent 


ministry, seconded by the co-opera- 
tion of church councils, an era of 
educational religion was inaugur- 
ated. The things that remained 
were strengthened. Soonit became 
manifest: that, whilst the hearts of 
the people had been, for the time, 
overborne and carried captive by 
an arrogant and foreign spirit, the 
distinctive life of the Church had 
not become wholly extinguished. 
The orderly worship of the Church 
was speedily restored, and men 
again sang and prayed with the 
spirit. and with the understanding. 
Special and combined efforts were 
made by the pastors to instruct the 
people. And those only who saw 
that day, carefully appreciate the 
change, not only incertain districts, 
but generally throughout the terri- 
tory of the Classis, to the more in- 
telligent worship and the better 
order of piety and Christian activity 
which now prevail. 

Many of the church buildings, a 
number of which were union church- 
es, were ephemerally constructed, 
bare and tasteless, old and dilapi- 


_dated. ‘The churches erected since 


then, and to which attention is di- 
rected in the following notes are, 
with perhaps one or two exceptions, 
all exclusively Reformed churches, 
Only two charges owned parsonages. 
‘The several charges are taken in 
the order in which they stand in the 
statistical table of Classis which ap- 
pears in the minutes of Pittsburgh 
Synod for 1887. 
Wellersburg Charge. — Rev. B. 


Knepper has been the faithful shep- 
herd of this charge for forty-two 
years, and his is, accordingly, the 
oldest pastorate at present existing 
in the Classis, if not in the Synod. 
It demands something more than a 
passing notice! The charge at the 
beginning of the present pastorate 
consisted of 5 congregations with 
an aggregate membership of 87. 
Gladden’s Run and Wellersburg are 
the only original congregations re- 
maining to the charge. Various 
other points were from time to time 
taken up and, after organizations had 
been effected and sufficient strength 
acquired, were in their turn disposed 
of ina similar manner. At present 
the charge is made up of Wellers- 
burg, Solomon’s, Gladden’s Run, 
and Savage Run congregations, with 
a confirmed membership of 129. 
This charge in its past history may 
well be likened to the widow’s 
cruise of oil. It was continuously 
drawn upon, but as constantly re- 
plenished. After one congregation 
was taken away, another was 
straightway gathered to itself. The 
Schroyer congregation of Sulphur 
Springs charge, Juniata Classis, in 
Bedford county, was gathered and 
organized by the pastor of, and for 
twenty years stood in connection 
with, the Wellersburg charge. 
The Will’s Creek charge is made 
up’ of congregations and former 
preaching points similarly served. 
The Church at Wellersburg is a sub- 
stantial and neat brick structure in 


| which the Lutherans however own 


a half interest. At this place the 
outlook is more favorable than it 
has been forsome years. Since the 
railroads circumvented the place 
its iron interests were abandoned, 
the population, especially the more 
enterprising part of it, has been 
steadily drifting to other points, 
where work could be found and where 
business flourished. But the branch 
of the C. P. R. tothe place is to be 
renewed, and important mining oper- 
ations are to be commenced so soon 
as Spring opens. Several test wells 
are to be put down, too, in search 
of oil and gas; and, should the 
manufacture of iron and coke be 
resumed, as is expected, the place 
will greatly revive, and the Re- 
formed Church will be required to 
do her part in gathering and mak- 
ing spiritual provision for the addi- 
tional population. In recent years 
comfortable churches were built by 
Gladden’s Run and Solomon’s con- 
gregations. 


Somerset Charge—Rev. Hiram 
King, pastor. After the formation 
of the New Centerville charge, 
Somerset and Levansville congre- 
gations alone remained to the Som- 
erset charge, which from that time 
on received some missionary aid. 
A few years ago, however, the 
Shanksville and Glade congrega- 
tions were taken from the Zion 
charge and added to it, since which 
time it has been _ self-sustaining. 
‘The whole charge has been greatly 
revived, and much activity is man- 
ifested in the building of new and 
repairing of old churches, At Som- 


erset the old, insecure and out-of- 
the-way building was disposed of 
and a lot in a favorable locality 
secured. A handsome brick church, 
dedicated last October, was erected 
on the new site. It cost $6500. It 
is claimed for it that it is the ‘‘ pret- 
tiest church in the county.’’ The 
Shanksville congregation last year 
made extensive and much needed 
repairs to their church, greatly in- 


creasing its beauty and comfort. It 
is ‘‘ pretty and cozy.’’ It was ded- 
icated in February, 1887. The 


members of the Glade congrega- 
tion, not willing to be outdone or 
found lagging behind, have dissolv- 
ed partnership with the Lutherans, 
and are getting ready to build a 
new church the coming Summer. 
Sufficient money has already been 
raised to insure success to the pro- 
ject, which is to be completed next 
October. Not satisfied with the 
work going on in the churches, the 
charge lately paid off a mortage on 
the parsonage which amounted to 
¢grogo. What can not a people do 
when they have a ‘‘ mind to work.’’ 
We congratulate pastor and people. 


Meyersdale.—Rev. J. M. Schick, 
pastor. A few years ago this congre- 
gation sold its old church property 
and also its parsonage, and purchas- 
ed several lots adjoining each other, 
one being a corner lot, in a better 
locality. On the corner lot a very 
fine and commodious church-build- 
ing, including a Sunday-school 
apartment, was erected: A house on 
the other lot isused as a parsonage, 
but it being small and nxt well adapt- 
ed for the purpose, it;is expected 
that a better and more. substantial 
one will be built before a great 
while. The property is valued at 
$10,000.00. The Greenville con- 
gregation, until within a year or so, 
belonged to this field, but, the 
Meyersdale congregation preferring 
to support a pastorate by them- 
selves, it was transferred to the 
Will’s Creek charge. Meyersdale 
formerly belonged to the Paradise 
charge. 


Stoystown Charge.—This is a com- 
paratively new charge made up of 
congregations formerly belonging to 
Beam and St. John’s charge. It is 
composed of the Reformed church 
of Stoystown, Hooversville, Fried- 
ens and Mt. Tabor. The latter 
church was built during the pastor- 
ate of Rev. H. F. Keener in the 
Beam charge. Considerable pro- 
gress has been made during the pres- 
ent pastorate of Rev. W. D. Lefevre. 
About one hundred communicant 
members have been added, but the 
constant removal of members—es- | 
pecially of young men—to other 
communities in search of work, has 
kept back the charge from greatly 
enlarging its home membership. | 
This can truthfully be said of nearly | 
every other charge inthe Classis. 
Three years ago a good parsonage | 
was secured in Stoystown, the last 
payment of which is due this spring | 
and will, no doubt, be met. Each 
of the congregations two years ago 
organized a Woman’s Missionary | 
Society, all of which are doing a 


good work for the home and for- 
eign fields. Two of the congrega- 
tions a year ago adopted the apos- 
tolic or systematic plan of raising 
all their benevolent and congrega- 
tional moneys, and have done better © 
this year than ever before. 
To be continued. 


Miscellaneous. 


SHOULD THE TWO REFORMED 
CHURCHES UNITE? 


WHY? CUI BONO? 

In the article “ Why Not?” we set forth 
the fact, that, as regards the substantial 
elements that inhere in the constitution of 
the Church, there is not only no valid rea- 
son why these churches should nof unite, but 
a three-fold bond of unién between them, 
which, if intelligently apprehended, and 
allowed its full force, would, of itself, bind 
them together in the consciousness of a 
common life. 

But besides this there are numerous rea- 


sons why, and some grand possibilities to 
be realized in the way of work for the 
kingdom of God, for which these two Re- 
formed Churches, having so much in com- 
mon, should become one. Of these reasons 
the first and weakest is, that the 


I. LOGIC OF THE SITUATION DEMANDS IT. 


It goes for the saying, that where such 
concord and harmony exist in things per- 
taining to the central core of their being, 
it is both irrational and absurd that organ- 
izations involving and contemplating the 
highest ends of humanity in the glorifica- 
tion of the world, whose strength lies in 
unity and concentration of the resources 
at their command, should each carry for- 
ward the same kinds of work on different 
lines, at the expense of duplicated agencies 
and larger amounts of money than other- 
wise would be necessary. And in a case 
such as the one under consideration, where 
the harmonies so completely transcend the 
differences, the separation cannot innocently 
be perpetuated, when once the facts are 
fully understood, so that its guilt must lie 
at the door of one or the other, or of both, 
if they refuse to come together in ‘the spirit 
ot complete fraternal unity. There are 
very few Christian people now (within 
the writer’s memory there were large num- 
bers of such) who are willing to justify 
Denominational divisions on the ground 
that the many different church organiza- 
tions are the necessary integral parts of the 
grand army of invasion and occupation 
steadily marching on to final victory, Of 
late years Christians of every name have 
been apprehended more and more, of St. 
Paul’s magnificent ideal of the church as a 
spiritual organism or body, consisting, in- 
deed, of many members animated by a 
single life (the life of its Head and Lord, 
all working together in the full harmony 
of organic unity, for the good and glory of 
the whole, which in turn is the summnum 
bonum of each individual member, On 
this point, so clear to simple-minded Chris- 
tian faith, no more need be said than the 
following, in the words of the late Prof. 
Tayler Lewis: “ Division is never to be 
treated asa good per se. Ican never go 
with those who regard denominational dis- 
tinctions as things totally innocent or allow- 
able, much less desirable. Let union— 
ecclesiastical union—take place without 
delay between those bodies that are divided 
by the least interval. Let the last parting 
be the first to come together. Let it be 
deeply impressed upon every mind that the 
greatness of the sin of schism is in the inverse 
ratio of the smallness of the dividing interval. 

In view of all this, with the case as 
stated in our previous articles, does not 
the logic of the situation demand the com- 
ing together of these two churches into 
full organic unity. 

If. This union should be allowed to 
take place, because it would place us, of 
these two churches in full practical ac- 
cord with the spirit and thought of our 
Lord, as expressed in that petition of His 
grand High-Priestly prayer for his people 
in all coming ages: 

“THAT THEY ALL MAY BE ONE.” 

And what higher or nobler thing can 
we achieve for ourselves than such full 
sympathy and oneness with His mind in 
this regard as will prompt us to give some 
practical response to its demand. To pray 
aright, ‘Thy kingdom come,” -implies 

Continued on Page 12, 
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_ JESU, MEINES LEBENS LEBEN. 


Jesus, life of life, my being; 
Jesus, death of death, my death; 
Who Thyself for me wast giving 
In the utmost, dying breath, 
On Thy Cross, most awful passion, 
Me to save from death’s damnation. 
Thousand, thousand times to Thee, 
Blessed Jesus, thanks from me. 


Thou, ah! Thou hast suffered deeply 
Blasphemies and mocking spite, 
Spitting, scourging, strokes so keenly, 
Thou, O Son of God, by right ; 
Me to rescue, so unworthy, 
From the devil’s fort most swarthy. 
Thousand, thousand times to Thee, 
Blessed Jesus, thanks from me. 


Wounds Thou didst permit inflicted, 
Without measure bearest pain ; 
That my dying, sin afflicted 
Soul sweet rest and comfort gain’; 
Oh! Thou hast for others’ blessing 
Borne their curse with hardest pressing. 
Thousand, thousand times to Thee, 
Blessed Jesus, thanks from me, 


Sharply they Thyself were mocking, 
Shame the greatest on Thee ply; 
E’en with thorns they were Thee crown- 
ing ; 
What could move Thee thus to die ? 
That Thou mightest me refreshing, 
With the crown of glory dressing. 
Thousand, thousand times to Thee, 
Blessed Jesus, thanks from me. 


Thou didst wish to bear this scourging, 
Me to rescue from all pain; 
Falsely suffer all this cursing, 
That I might true safety gain—- 
That I might now gleam in splendor, 
Thou didst hang without all succor. 
Thousand, thousand times to Thee, 
Blessed Jesus, thanks from me. 


With disgrace hast Thou been quailing, 
- And with patience bearing pain; 
Yea, by hardest death wast ailing, 
That Thou might’st me free again ; 
That to win my absolution, 
Thou didst suffer dissolution. 
Thousand, thousand times to Thee, 
Blessed Jesus, thanks from me. 


Thou hast healed my proud relying 
By Thy lowly heart, so meek ; 
Thy death sweetened all my dying— 
All this good for me dost keep ; 
Suffered spitting, suffered mocking, 
That I gain this honor’s rocking. 
Thousand, thousand times to Thee, 
Blessed Jesus, thanks from me. 


From my heart I thank Thee greatly, 
Jesus, now, for Thy distress ; 

For Thy wounds and pangs borne straitly, 
Thy harsh bitter death’s duress ; 
For thy trembling and Thy fainting, 

For Thy torments excruciating ; 
For Thy sighs and sharpest pain— 
Evermore my thanks remain ! 

| Zranslated by Rev. J. Kretzing, Broad- 
headsville, Pa.| 


MISS TRIGG’S EASTER LILIES. 


A plain, massive-looking, old- 
fashioned silver door-plate bearing 
this inscription : 


JERUSHA TRIGG. 


The house, too, wore a look of 
solid elegance. The lions on the 
other side of the massive stone steps 
eyed the in-comer as fiercely as they 
had done years and years before. 
The pines which guarded the long, 
well-kept avenue sighed an old song. 
The gardener, the coachman, and 
the cook, even Miss Trigg herself, 


could not by any courtesy be called 
young. 

And yet she was young—in all 
those qualities which go to make up 
eternal youth. Every one loved 
Jerusha Trigg. She was, and always 
had been, the household saint of 
Meriville. When a mere girl, her 
father, a retired merchant and man- 
ufacturer, died. Tom, the only son, 
had run away to sea years before ; 
so ‘‘Jerrie,’’ as her father called 
her, was left alone with an invalid 
mother. She never had any real 
girlhood or young ladyhood. 

“‘T began to be old at twelve,’’ 
she said to me one day, as she stood 
cutting flowers for the sick in a 
charity hospltal in the city of which 
Meriville was a suburb. ‘‘ Mother 
would have the greenhouse, and I 
love plants myself ’’—half apologet- 
ically, as she went on arrangingher 
choicest blossoms with deft fingers. 
‘‘The white lilies were Tom’s flow- 
ers—he was born on Easter—so we 
have grown them in pots ever since 
he went away.’’ Here her voice 
almost faltered with a sob. 

‘*Did you ever hear of Tom 
again ?’’ I asked, with the privilege 
of an old and very near friend. 
“Only once or twice, and then no- 
thing very certain. One thing we 
do know—he went to South Amer- 
ica. Father had some reason for 
thinking him dead, but he did not 
mention it to us, on mother’s ac- 
count. She went away, talking of 
him to the last, and believing he 
would some day return.’’ 

‘“Do you have any hope?’?"1 
asked again. 

‘‘No’’—very slowly. ‘‘Tom would 
never have been silent twenty-seven 
years.”’ Then she went on tying 
the sweet violets and tea-rose buds 
into the dainty bunches which her 
sick loved so well. The patients in 
the Charity Hospital—the Children’s 
Hospitals-had long since learned to 
watch for her coming. Miss Trigg 
visited them twice a week, unless 
something very serious prevented. 
At Christmas and Easter her gifts 
of flowers were accompanied by 
books and hampers of delicacies 
which she excelled in preparing. 
Easter was near at hand, and Meri- 
ville young people were excited 
about a much-talked of party—the 
birthday fete of Elaine, Judge West’s 
only daughter. Twelve fair young 
girls were to be Elaine’s guests on 
this auspicious night—the roses and 
lilies of aristocratic Meriville—with 
as many ‘‘fair gallants’’ as ever 
graced a royal feast. 

‘Oh, Lil,’’ cried Elaine, burst- 
ing into her sister’s room two days 
before Easter, ‘‘I have an idea—a 
splendid one too.’’ Lil was used to 
the impetuous Elaine, so she barely 
looked up from her lace knitting, 
elevating her eye-brows quizzically 
and shrugging her shoulders. 

‘‘T noticed down at Miss Trigg’s 
to-day twelve half-blown lily-buds 
—just the thing for our—my party. 
I will buy them of her and we will 
call it a lily party.”’ 

‘She won’t sell them, dear,’’ re- 
‘trrned Lilian, who really felt sorry 


for the disappointment she knew was 
in store for Elaine. ‘‘She never 
sells flowers, and to-morrow is her 
day for going to the hospital.’’ 

“Bless thosé charity children ! I 
forgot them. She surely won’t re- 
fuse me.’ Elaine West was a trifle 
vain, and more than a trifle selfish. 
The me was the uppermost thought 
in her mind. She had no idea of 
being refused. A single lily should 
be the ornament of each lady guest. 
This was her plan—Elaine’s ideas 
were always original and artistic ; 
no one dreamed of denying her 
claims in this line. 

Till go at once and see about it. 
Excuse me to Margaret when she 
comes. Tell her I have gone to 
call on Miss Jerusha Trigg. She’ll 
excuse anything if I’m there.’’ So 
saying, Elaine started down stairs, 
humming the exquisite melody of 
‘* Robin Adair.”’ 


Miss Trigg, had loved Elaine 
West from babyhood up—in fact, 
had made a sort of pet and protegee 
of her. This was one reason why 
Elaine had said, ‘‘She will not re- 
fuse me.’’ . 

‘‘Pve come for a favor, a very 
great favor, Miss Jerusha,’’ holding 
up a most bewitching mouth to be 
kissed, and looking down with lus- 
trous shining eyesinto Miss Trigg’s 
earnest soulful face. Then Elaine 
told her plan, and ina graceful, per- 
suading way asked for the lilies. 

A look of real pain came into 


Miss Trigg’s face. She was silent 
a moment. It seemed an hour to! 


Elaine. 

“They are promised, my dear—all 
promised. Butthere are other blos- 
soms—camellias, hyacinths; any- 
thing except the rose-buds, violets, 
and lilies.’’ 

Vexatious tears filled Elaine’s 
eyes. Sherose and bade Miss Je- 
rushaa hasty ‘‘ good-evening,’’ leav- 
ing her patron saint puzzled, but 
still certain that her promise to the 
charity children was a sacred obli- 
gation. 

It was indeed a happy day for the 
hospital children. And oh, the lil- 
ies—Tom’s, lilies, as Miss Jerusha 
kept softly and prayerfully singing 
in her heart—the unspoken prayer 
that after all Tom might not be 
dead, but would some day come 
back to her ! 

Joe Gray’s thin hands clutched 
almost convulsively at the coveted 
lily. ‘‘You’re so good! Would— 
you—much—mind — kissing — me? 
You — know—I’ m— a-going—away 
—soon.’’ Joe’s weak voice trem- 
bled, and the shining tears fell like 
heavenly dew on the fragrant blos- 
som. 

Miss Jerusha’s answer was given 
without hesitation. ‘‘One—two— 
three,’’ with an earnest tenderness 
which fully satisfied the poor boy’s 
heart. 

“Others are waiting, Joey; I'll 
come back and talk to you soon.’’ 
Then Miss Jerusha passed on, her 
blossoms, her cheery words, and her 
delicacies leaving light and joy 
wherever she went. 

She came back to Joey after a 


while. The doctor, who was mak- 
ing his daily rounds, and two gen- 
tlemen had paused before the cot. 
One—ah, yes! Miss Jerusha knew 
jim, the patron of the hospital, 
Captain Waring. His companion 
was fine, even noble looking ; he 
had leaned forward eagerly at the 
sight of Joe’s lilies. 

‘‘My flowers! I was born on 
Easter.’’ As he turned to the Cap- 


evident emotion. 

Miss Jerusha had heard his words. 
His voice—there was no other voice- 
in the world like it. It was Tom— 
Tom risen from the dead on this 
glorious Easter-day ! 

Captain Waring had found him in 
Australia, where, after many adven- 
tures, he had finally settled. 

A report had reached him ten 
years before that his family were all 
dead. The truth had been learned 
when he met his childhood’s friend, 
Captain Waring, in Melbourne. 

When Elaine heard the news her 
vexation was all gone. She had a 
most enjoyable party, and was fully 
ashamed of her hasty exhibition of 
temper. Bachelor Tom more than 
made amends for the loss of the 
Easter lilies. He was fond of young 
company, 
never dull or unpleasant, even when 
Miss Jerusha kept house alone, was 


throng in the happy years which fol- 
lowed. 


Miss Jerusha’s mission lasted with 
her life. 
lilies—grew them. for the 


to the purpose of the olden days— 
Harper's Young People. 


‘Tie very date of the Resurrec- 
tion is a theme for praise,.at least 
forus. Go into the fields at this sea- 
son of the year, at this rising spring- 
tide of life, and everything will 
speak to you of the resurrection from 


emerald bud, in the bursting bark of 
every swelling bough, in the green- 
ing tints of every brown hedgerow or 
hill-side. A month ortwo since and 
everything was stilland cold, bound 
in the fetters of death, covered with 
its shroud of snow. But, now, life 
is coming back to the dead world. 
It cannot be holden. A mighty tide 
is stirring and rushing through its 
every vein. It is rising from the 
tomb, clothing itself in its green 
waving robes, adorning itself with 
grace and beauty. And this annual 
miracle reminds you of the miracle 
once for all; this annual resurrection 
of that great Resurrection on which 
all the hopes of faith depend. You 
are not permitted to forget it. Nature 
thrusts its symbols on you from every 
side. Year by year spring weaves 


its garlands round the empty tomb, 
while mountains and all hills, fruit- 
ful trees and all cedars, fields and all 
gardens, creeping things and flying 
fowl repeat the old glad song, “ The 
Lord is risen! the Lord is risen!’’ 
And shall not we who rose in Him, 
we who are torise again at His com- 
ing—shall not we take our partin 
this song of gladness, this song of 


deliverance ?’—Samuel Cox, D.D. 


tain his bronzed face convulsed with: 


and the old mansion, ’. 


She still grew pure white | 


time and tide, and consecrated them | 


the dead. Life is at work in every 


the centre of many a gay and festive - 
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THE SPRING: 


BY JULIA C. KELSEY, 


Why, Spring is just fooling thee, Winter, 
By a smile, and a touch of her hand; 
She laughs in her sleeves at her cuteness 

And goes rollicking over the land. 


Old March is a sarly, great fellow ; 
With a whiff, and a blow, and a bow, 

He'll give us a bite of the North wind 
Anda !ittle more taste of the snow. 


When April comes smiling and pensive, 
Always melting through sunshine totears, 
Then Spring will bring blue bluebirds and 
robins 
To gladden with songs our dull ears. 


So do not thiuk Spring is in earnest 
Since she sent us a breeze from the 
* South. 
The Sun so ashamed of her mischief, 
Has drawn a dark cloud o’er his mouth. 


She’s a sly one, this Spring with her sun 
shine, 
Her birds, and her buds, and her flowers, 
But a little while longer, my dearie, 
And all these nice things will be ours. 


PANSY JOE. 


BY ALLIE WOODRUFF. 


‘Mother ! see here. Judge Law- 
rence has given mea silver dollar, 
all for myself. He said that it was 
my ‘stock in trade,’ or something 
like that, and that I might plant it, 
and that he would double the profit 
this fall.’’ 

“Why, Joe Barrows ! What are you 


talking about ? Why did he give you 
the mioney, and what did he intend 


that you should do withit ? Sit down 
here, and tell me all about it.” 
‘« Well, you see, mother, I was up 
_ past there this morning and saw the 
-gardener raking off the lawn, and 
thought I would stop and have a lit- 
tle talk with him. David is real nice, 
and I like to listen to his odd way of 
talking—old country English, you 
know, mother. We were talking 
about flowers, and I was telling Da- 
vid about our little garden, and how 
wiuch I would like to raise flowers 
as well as vegetables, when out 
comes Judge Lawrence, and I was 
talking so fast that I didn’t hear him, 
and he stood right behind me and 
heard every word I said. Then he 
laughed, and said I was just the man 
forhim. ‘Try and see if you can’t 
beat David this year,’ he said, ‘ and 
here is the money to buy seeds with, 
and all that you make I will double, 
and David shall give you lessons in 


Te) 


gardening free.’ 

Now dollars were never very plen- 
ty in the little house where Joe Bar- 
rows and his widowed mother lived. 
They owned the little house with its’ 
garden, and the little hill pasture 
back of it, which afforded pasture 
for Beck, the cow; and with sewing, 
knitting, and mending, Mrs. Barrows 
‘made wants and means balance, 
which is more than some of her 
wealthier neighbors did. 

Sometimes Joe’s clothes were well 
covered with patches, but they were 
neatly put on, and when his school- 
mates laughed at him,. and as*ted 
him ‘‘why he put his arms so far 


through his jacket sleeves,’’ he 
would laugh and reply: 

‘* Because boys grow, and jackets 
domte 

Now he was a person of consider- 
able importance in his own eyes. 
He was a business man, with one 
big silver dollar for capital. 

What*planning there was and how 
many times he went over to consult 
David before the list was made out 
to suit him. 

Then the seeds were bought and 
sown in boxes, and set in the sunny 
south window. 

Then the ground was carefully 
prepared, and when the tiny plants 
were ready to put out the yard was 
all ready for them. 

Carefully following David's direc- 
tions, they promised fair for the 
young gardener. 

June came, and with it the usual 
crowd of city boarders, until the big 
new hotel, and every house in town 
where they could find room, was fill- 
ed to overflowing. 

Then it was that Joe began to get 
returns for his weeks of patient 
work. Ido wish that I had room to 
tell you all about his work, but I 
haven’t, soifyou wantto knowtry the 
garden this year and learn by experi- 
ence. Early vegetables found ready 
market, and one morning as Joe 
was working his garden a lady from 
the hotel stopped and asked for 
some flowers. As Joe was cutting 
them, he told her how he was making 
his first venture as a florist, and how 


much he wished that he might sell 
flowers as well as vegetables. 


The lady promised to use her in- 
fluence in his favor, and advised 
him to make up a basketful of small 


sies and left in their place a silver 
quarter. 

‘‘ Here’s to the success of ‘ Pansy 
Joe,’’’ said Miss Carltoh, as she 
vanished up the stairway in the di- 
rection of her mother’s room. 


Now Miss Carlton was a beauty 

and an heiress, and her kind heart 
and cheery ways had made her a 
favorite with allin the house. All 
that she said or did was followed by 
the rest., So Joe’s customers were 
plenty and his basket was emptied 
all too soon. 
- His first venture had succeeded 
far beyond his wildest expectations. 
Not that all paid so generously as 
Miss Carlton, buteven dimes count. 
Every pleasant morning found him 
at his place, and ‘‘ Pansy Joe”’ 
came to be one of the features of 
the place. His flowers were always 
fresh, and no faded or imperfect 
flowers found a place in his basket. 
That would be almost impossible, 
for they were in such demand that 
he picked almost every flower in his 
little garden for his daily trade. 
Now nature is very generous, and 
if plants are well cared for, the more 
you pick the more you will have. 
So all Summer long and until Au- 
tumn frosts the garden continued to 
flourish. 

Then came a time when the great 
hotel was deserted and the little 
village was as quiet as. though the 
inhabitants had followed nature’s 
teachings and prepared themselves 


to sleep until the frosts had gone 
and Spring winds had awakened 


them to another season of work and 
hurry. 


In the little brown house Joe was 


bouquets, and come np to the hotel, looking up the amount of his sum- 


the next morning. 


‘‘Stand on the north veranda,’’ 
she said; ‘‘ there is where we go di- 
rectly after breakfast, and if I am 
not mistaken you will find sale for 
all you have.”’ 


Joe thanked her for her kind en- 
couragement, and bright and early 
the next morning he was busy in his 
little garden. Here it was that his 
mother’s help was needed, but soon 
he learned how to combine colors, 
and shape the dainty-little bouquets 
in the most attractive manner. 


Such phlox and verbenas, migno- 
nettes and sweet peas, long droop- 
ing sprays of fuchsias grown from 
plants which David had given him! 
But the best of all were the pansies 
grown in a shady corner of his lit- 
tle garden. 

The flext morning he was at the 
appointed place, and as the crowd 
came from the dining-room Miss 
Carlton said: 

‘‘Here is something new. I 
made a discovery yesterday, and 
now I will give you all the benefit. 
Hee is-a little gardener who grows 
the most beautiful flowers. I asked 
him to come here this morning, and 
I trust that you will all patronize 
him, I will lead by choosing the 
loveliest bouquet for my invalid 
mother.’’ 

So saying, she went to the basket 
and chose a bunch of velvety pan- 


mer’s profit. 

I cannot tell how much it amount- 
ed to in dollars and cents, but I can 
tell you something of what he gain- 
ed. He learned that even a boy 
can do something if he tries. Then 
by following David’s teachings and 
by working early and late he had 
learned many a useful lesson in 
gardening and helped his mother 
besides. ; 


Then one day Judge Lawrence 
called at the little house : 

‘“‘T’ve had my eye on you all 
summer, my boy, and I must say 
that that dollar has brought the best 
returns of any I ever invested. I 
haven’t forgotten what I told you, 
and I am going to double what 
you have earned, every cent. ‘‘I 
haven’t any boy of my own’’— 
here the Judge’s voice trembled— 
“but if I had such a one as ‘ Pansy 
Joe’ I should be proud of him. 
Keep right on, my boy ! and when 
you want a lift call on Judge Law- 
rence.”’ 

There is a nice new sewing ma- 
chine which helps the mother’s busy 
fingers, and Joe has a new suit for 
school, and I think that the boy 
who has lived in the garden all 
summer and done his best every 
way, will go into school witha clear 
head, and make a success there, 
don’t you?—Arthur's Hom: Maga- 
Zine, 


BORROWING TROUBLE. 

Once upon a time there was a man 
and woman who planned to go and 
spend the day at the house ofa friend 
some miles away from their own. So 
one pleasant morning they started 
out to make the visit, but they had 
not gone far when the woman re- 
membered a bridge they had to 
cross which was very old, and said 
not to be very safe, and she imme- 
diately began to worry about it. 

‘“What shall we do about that 
bridge?’ said she to her husband. 
‘‘T shall never dare to go over it, 
and we can’t get across the river in 
any other way.”’ 

‘‘Oh,’’ said the man, ‘‘I forgot 
that bridge ; itis a bad place. Sup- 
pose it should break through, and 
we should fall into the water and be 
drowned ? ”’ 

‘‘Or even,’’ said the wife, ‘‘sup- 
pose you should step on a rotten 
plank and break your leg, what 
would become of me and the biby ?”’ 

“‘T don’t know,’’ said the man, 
‘“‘what would become of any of us, 
for I couldn’t work, and we should 
all starve to death.”’ 

So they went on worrying and 
worrying till they got to the bridge, 
when, lo! and behold ! they saw 
that since they had been there last 
anew bridge had been built, and 
they crossedin safety, and found 
that they might have spared them- 
selves all their anxiety. 

Now, thatis just what the proverb 
Never waste your worry- 
ing on what you think may possibly 
be going to happen. 


means. 


Pleasantries. 


Young man (to druggist): What 
are your-your ra-ra-rates for t-t-talk- 
ing through your t-telephone ? 

Druggist: Fifteen cents for five 
minutes, but I’ll give you fifteen 
minutes. I’m a fair man. 

Tramp : ‘‘ Will the gentleman give 
something toa poor man?’’ Gen- 
tleman: ‘‘ How doI that you area 
poorman?’’ Tramp: ‘‘Howdo I 
know you are a gentleman? It’s 
only by the outside that either of us 
can judge the other.’’—TZexas Sift- 
mgs. 

A clergyman relates that on one 
occasion, after marrying a couple, 
an envelope was handed to. him, 
which he supposed, of course, con- 
tained the marriage fee. On open- 
ing he found a slip of paper on 
which was was written ‘‘ We desire 
your prayers.”’ 


A particularly vigorous speaker 
at a woman’s right meeting waving 
her long arms like the sails of a 
windmill, asked: ‘‘If the women of 
this country were to rise up in their 
thousands and march to the polls I 
should like to know what there is 
on this earth that would stop them? ’’ 
And inthe momentary silence which 


followed this peroration a still small 
voice remarked : ‘‘ A mouse!”’ 
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THE BURIAL OF CHRIST. 

The burial of Christ, when pro- 
perly considered, had in it something 
inexpressibly beautiful. It was the 
silver lining of a dark and tempes- 
tuous day when the light of the 
world seemed to have gone out in 
utter darkness. The people were 
under an interdict not to say a word 
that was favorable to Christ lest 
they might be driven out of the 
Synagogue, that is, excommunica- 
ted. But now two of the rulers, 
distinguished citizens of Jerusalem, 
come with their servants, prepare 
the body of Christ for burial, and 
tenderly carry it to the tomb, the 
family vault of Joseph, hewn out of 
the rock, in which no man has yet 
been laid. It was a sepulchre, 
which was in keeping with the 
wealth and high position of the 
owner. It was gladly offered for 
this purpose, for Joseph probably 
felt humiliated by a sense of the 
great crime of his nation, and by 
the feeling that as he had done so 


little for Christ whilst he was alive, | 


he ought now to do all that he 
could for him when he was dead. 

The world could see nothing im- 
posing in this funeral procession, 
but angels could. It placed in the 
earth a seed which was to spring up 
and ripen into the grand harvest of 
the resurrection on the third day. 
Hence then we have the Christian 
ideal of death. Itis not a dissolu- 
tion or a ceasing to be, but a ripen- 
ing process, a transformation, in 
which the members of Christ lay 
aside mortality and put on immor- 
tality, to renew their youth in the 
communion of the heavenly world. 
It leads through storms and clouds 
atfd waves; through thorns and 
crosses; through bitter cries and 
prayers ; but he that perseveres nnito 
the end shall receive the crown 
of life. First. the cross, then the 
crown. 


EARLY TO THE SAVIOUR’S 
TOMB. 


During the great Paschal Sabbath, 
succeeding the crucifixion, we may 
suppose that the disciples on ac- 
count of their deep grief as well as 
for fear of the Jews, kept them- 
selvesin seclusion. If any of them 
went to the temple it was with sad 
hearts. There in the 
throng they heard of the rending of 
the beautiful vail, red, scarlet, pur- 
ple and blue in its varied colors, 
that separated the holy from the 


immense. 


most holy place. From _ several 
points the rent could be seen by the 
people, if the guilty priests had not 
already attempted to mend it. How 
the latter dishonestly explained it 
we may imagine, but upon the minds 
of some at least in the multitude it, 
no doubt, made a deep impression. 
On the one hand symbolically it 
proclaimed that the Jewish priest- 
hood, and with it the religion of the 
letter had come to an end ; and onthe 
other, that the religion of the Spirit 
and of the eternal priesthood of Christ 
for all nations had commenced. 


Early in the morning after the 
Sabbath, women of Galilee started 
out to anoint the body of Christ and 
to prepare it for its final resting- 
place. It is said that many of them 
had come with him up toJerusalem, 
and stood looking on at a distance 
in sympathetic sorrow as he hung 
on the cross. Among the more pro- 
minent of those who went to the 
grave were Mary Magdalene, Mary 
the mother of James, Salome, and 
Joanna, wife of Chuza, Herod’s 
steward. They were prominent 
women in Galilee, who, with their 
own means ministered to Christ. 
There were others in the party, 
probably many of them, whose 
names are not mentioned. Sad and 
sorrowful they went forth in the 
early dawn, without much fore- 
thought. It was only on their way 
that the difficulty of rolling away 
the great stone from the grave oc- 
curred to them, Who was to do it? 
They did not know; but bravely 
pursued their way in the belief that 
in some way or other it would be 
removed. So it often happens with 
those that follow Christ. Difficul- 
ties spring up in the path of duty, 
from which there seems to be no 
way of escape. Let them trust in 
God, and hein his own way will di- 
rect them through storm and sun- 
shine over what seems to be im- 
passible mountains. 

The women had only one thought 
uppermost in their minds, which 
was to anoint the dead body of their 
Master. They could not get be- 
yond this one predominating im- 
pulse. Even nature might have 
taught them better if they had 
looked up and around them, but 
they simply looked down. The 
vegetable world had experienced a 
resurrection; the trees set free 
from the iron grasp of winter were 
in bloom ; the fields promised rich 
harvests ; birds were singing praise 
to their Maker; and the whole as- 
pect of reviving nature was calcu- 
lated to call up in their minds the 
words of Christ, that he would rise 
again on the third day. But no, 
they were overcome with grief, and 
they continued to look downwards. 
Angels were hovering over them, 
attending them to the tomb, but 
they knew:it not. 


As the sun in his majesty rose 
above Olivet, the group of mourners 
reached the gate of the garden or 
court, in front of the tomb, when to 
their great relief they found that 
the stone, which had perplexed 
them had been rolled back from its 


place. Subsequently they saw vis- 
ions of angels, and soon afterwards 
the risen Saviour, the Lord of glory. 
Thus was their sorrow turned into 
joy. They had brought with them 
their offerings of affection, and now 
Christ offers himself to them as 
their living Saviour, the Resurrec- 
tion and the Life. Walking by 
faith, they had tried to do their 
duty according to the best of their 
knowledge. Their service was ac- 
cepted, and great was their reward. 


MANY INFALLIBLE PROOFS, 


To us it seems surprising that the 
disciples had no thought whatever 
that Christ would rise again from 
the dead. He had told them so 
often enough that he would, that 
we naturally feel that they ought to 
have had at least some expectation 
of the kind. The resurrection was, 
however, too stupendous a fact for 
them to embrace, in their circum- 
stances. But to them now it would 
be a matter of still greater surprise, 
no doubt, if they could return to 
the earth, and should find any per- 
sons -in Christian countries who did 
not believe in the resurrection. In 
condescension to human weakness 
and frailty Christ gave to his dis- 
ciples just that kind of proof that 
he had arisen which they wished, 
the evidence of their senses. »’They 
had seen him, heard him, and 
touched him. As many as five 
hundred of them. met him and saw 
him ina mountain of Galilee. These 
proofs were of the posterior kind, 
and ought to be sufficient in our day 
to establish the truth of the resur- 
rection as a historical fact. They 


are of the class most relied on by: 


scientific men, and ought to carry 
with them conviction everywhere. 
In fact all alike should be thankful 
for them, for, as St. Luke says 
there were ‘‘ many infallible proofs ”’ 
that the resurrection was a real- 
ity. 

But the anterior arguments in 
favor of the resurrection are much 
more convincing, and it is to these 
that Christ refers when he rebuked 
Thomas for not feeling their force. 
Let us but admit that Christ is the 
Son of God, equal with the Father, 
that he came into our flesh to save 
the world and to establish his king- 
dom on earth, then all his miracles, 
including his resurrection, follow, as 
a necessary consequence of such 
premises. They are indeed the in- 
evitable corollaries of the grand 
proposition or purpose of God from 
all eternity to save the world. It 
was this line of argument, which 
Christ himself used as he opened 
the Scriptures to the two disciples 
on their way to Emmaus. Oxught 
not Christ, he said, to have suffered 
these things and to enter into his 
glory? Yes, it was just so, and we 
may say that there was an ought in 
every thing he ever said or did,— 
in his resurrection no less than in 
his sufferings, flowing from the pian 
and purpose of God. The general 
or universal power always iucludes 
and necessitates the particular fact. 


The believer in Christ therefore 
oceupies a vantage ground which 
no kind of skepticism can reach. 
He differs from the rationalist in his 
premises and of course in his con- 
clusions. If even Ingersoll would 
accept of the former, that is, be- 
lieve in Christ, then he would be 
compelled to accept of the latter, 
that is, his resurrection and its fruits. 
But he does neither, and that is the 
trouble with all freethinkers, ‘‘ ever 
learning and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth.’’ 


KAISER WILHELM AS A 
CHRISTIAN. 

Kaiser Wilhelm died in the midst 
of such a flood of earthly glory, 
that comparatively little has been 
said in our papers in regard to his 
Christian character. Something was 
written about it in the New York 
Tribune, which, however, left it 
somewhat questionable whether he 
was really a pidus man or not. But 


[there ought to be no doubtin re- 


gard to the position he has all along 
occupied in this -respect. From 
time to time, especially during the 
war with France, we heard some of 
his utterances, which could come 
only from an humble Christian. But 
it is a well known fact that the fa- 
mily life of the Hohenzollerns at 
Berlin has, with only a few excep- 
tions, been of a decidedly Christian 
character, It is also well known 
that the royal family, especially 


since the time of the Older) Nape- 


leon, has always: been on the side of . 
evangelical orthodoxy, and that it 
has uniformly sought to promote 
the evangelical faith in opposition 
to rationalism in the pulpit and in. 
the universities, by seeking to place 
the right men in the right place. 

Dr. Seibert, the editor of the 
Deutscher Volksfreund of New York, 
himself a German, well acquainted 
with affairs in his fatherland, in his 
last paper, among many just and 
striking remarks in respect to the 
deceased Kaiser, affirms that the se- 
cret of his greatness and success as 
aruler lay in his earnest, decided 
Christian character. Ameng other 
things, he writes thus in regard to 
him : ‘ 

‘“‘ What was undeniably the best 
and most beautiful feature in the 
end of his illustrious career was the 
fact that ke died as a Christian. He 
drew his comfort from the word of 
God. Court Preacher Rudolf Koe- 
gel read to him the passage of Scrip- 
ture: ‘The Lord is my Shepherd 
and I shall not want,’ and the Em- 
peror responded to it by saying, ‘O, 
wie wunderschoen,’ or, O, how won- 
derfully beautiful. Koegel prayed 
and—how fervently .the Emperor . 
prayed with him and said, ‘Amen.’ 
At last he partook of the Lord’s Sup- 
per, and comforted himself in his 
Saviour.’’ 

‘The secret of Kaiser Wilhelm’s 
greatness lay in his piety and fear 
of God. The great man, the mighty 
ruler, the victor on many battle 
fields, was before God, the Lord, an 
humble child. Always in the pre- 
sence of his people, he gave God 
the glory of his brilliant victories, 
praised the Providence of God which 
gave such a direction of affairs, and 
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adored the grace of God, which 
used him as his instrument. It was 
just this that reflected honor upon 
himself, because he gave God the 
honor ; this made him great, because 
he humbled himself before God ; 
this ennobled him, because he was 
a Christian, not merely in name or 
outward show, but in truth a Chris- 
tian. Doubtless he had erred and 
made mistakes like the rest of weak 
mortals, but he sought forgiveness, 
where alone it is to be found, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Redeemer. 
In a word, the foundation of his 
true greatness lay in his true like- 
ness to Christ.’’ 


THE UNION OF THE 
CHURCHES. 


It is very meet and proper that 
the subject of union among Evan- 
gelical or Protestant denominations 
should be freely discussed by the 
religious press. Many of the dis- 
cussions, almost from time immemoz- 
rial, have tended rather to separate 
than tounite them. The time now, 
however, has come when the tide 
seems to be moving on in the oppo- 
site direction, towards unification. 
It is a good omen, and it should be 
welcomed. But let the subject be 
thoughtfully considered, discussed, 
and ventilated. It will be a benefit 
all around, even if, for the present, 
it accomplishes nothing more than 
to let us know where we stand. 

In such a practical country as ours, 
itis quite natural for most people 
first to ask what would be the bene- 


ire fits . or advantages that would be. 
: likely. to result from the nnion of the 


different denominations. The ques- 
‘tion, we may say, is a very proper 
one in its place. Ministers in the 
pulpit point to the end of the righte- 
ous and the unrighteous as an argu- 
‘ment to lead men to repentance ; 
but it isone that ought to be used 
with discrimination, or else it will 
be simply an appeal to the selfish- 
ness of men, from which the Gospel 
is sent to set them free. A Church 
union, based simply on what are 
supposed to be mutual advantages, 
is not likely to endure very long ; be- 
cause the benefits may not be gain- 
ed or may not continue to endure ; 
and then the union will dissolve of 
its own accord. There is need, 
therefore, of a much deeper founda- 
tion than policy or utility, if we 
wish to erect a structnre that shall 
endure throughout the ages,—seculi 
seculorum—world without end. As 
Christians we build for eternity. 

All Church union should be built 
on proper views of what true Christ- 
ian union is. Ideas or thoughts, 
after all rule the world in its deepest 
and profoundest movements towards 
whatis higher, better and more en- 
during. 

As the Church is the Body of 
Christ and he its soverign Head, we 
¢annot think of it or reason correct- 
ly about it except as we regard him 
in his true character, human and 
divine, and in his relation to his peo- 

ple. There is a mysterious union 
here of a most real nature, which 
goes beyond the ordinary experience 
of men on the outside of the Church. 
We may not understand it as fully 


as we can many other things in na- 
ture or even the Bible, but reason 
will enable us to apprehend it asa 
fact. Christ described it in his inter- 
cessory prayer that ‘‘all (his dis- 
ciples) may be one ;as thou, Father, 
art in me, and Jin thee, that they 
may be one in us: that the world 
may believe that thou hast sent 
me.’’ That may sound mystical to 
some and seem to be incomprehensi- 
ble to others ; but it is a statement 
of a fact that is to be realized, and 
as such it does no violence to reason. 
All ordinary minds, free from bias 
or prejudice, can accept of it and 
embrace it as a basis of thought. 
Evidently, therefore, the union of 
the different branches of the Church 
of Christ depends on their mystical 
union with their head, and on cor- 
rect views of this relation, unvolv- 
ing the doctrine of the Trinity, of 
the person of Christ and of human 
nature. Both the views and the 
facts are vitally necessary to the 
realization of such unity in the 
Church of Christ. 


But mere orthodoxy or sound 
views in and of themselves are 
not sufficient, important as they may 
be in their place. A divorce has 
taken place between knowledge and 
feeling in man, and his intellect 
may now be all right whilst his mor- 
al nature may be all wrong. The 
result, accordingly, is that his 
knowledge, thus considered, is 
empty, abstract and of little real 


use. , It amounts to nothing and 
ends in nothing, for how can two 


| things work together except they be 


agreed. The unification of the 
churches then must proceed from 
correct feeling as well as correct 
views orthoughts. In fact nothing 
is ever accomplished anywhere 
among men except as the two are 
combined ; and so it is in the case 
which we have under consideration. 
We may call the feeling here our 
moral sense, our spiritual sense, our 
Christian consciousness, the spirit 
within us, or simply faith and its 
necessity as a propelling power will 
remain the same. No advance what- 
ever will be made in rectifying the 
divisions of Zion, unless the sense 
or feeling of churches calls for it 
and demands it of usasaduty. It 
is something that must be awaken- 
ed ; something that must grow ; and 
something that can and should be 
cultivated. It is the mourning over 
the divisions of Zion and the sigh- 
ing for its unity and beauty among 
Christians that may be expected to 
stimulate thought and lead to heal- 
thy action. 

Now it is an encouraging sign of 
the times that this church feeling or 
longing after a higher ani better 
unity is manifesting itself more or 
less in all deuominations, and be- 
coming stronger every year. Within 
a comparatively brief period it has 
made rapid progress. Letit have 
free course and become stillstronger. 
We may expect from it good results. 
It will tend to enlarge our views of 
Christianity ; it will set us free from 
the rust of bigotry, sectarianism, 


and raise us up to aéhigher plane of 
thought. Inthe nature of the case 
it will not be, as it should not be, 
mere feeling or sentiment, some- 
thing dark and obscure in itself, but 
eminently rational. If it is intelli- 
gently cultivated, it will be life it- 
self, or Christian charity in the pro- 
per sense and direction, tending to 
unite the entire household of the 
faithful ; and if it overturns the de- 
ductions of our mere logical under- 
standing as it may, it will be so 
much the better. Love has often 
accomplished this feat, and given a 
new direction to our rational facul- 
ties, especially when it takes hold 
of masses of men, associated to- 


gether in the churches. 

It must, however, be admitted at 
the same time, that with this revi- 
val of church feeling, or desire for 
greater unity in the churches there 
has also been a _ corresponding 
awakening of the old denomina- 
tional feeling. Our Episcopal bre- 
thren would have alldo due homage 
to the historical Episcopate; the 
Baptists, to submit to one at least 
of their peculiarities; some of the 
Lutherans would like us to defer to 
their traditional orthdoxy ; and one 
of the Presbyterian branches wish 
us all to confine our singing to Da- 
vid’s psalms. What in these cir- 
cumstances isto be done? Nothing 
we say, unless denominational pe- 
culiarities are laid aside as bonds of 
unity. Let them, however, remain 
embalmed, if need be, in the hearts 
of those who cling to them, and 
then let us come together just as we 
are with our diversities: We have 
quite enough in our common, cath- 


olic, undoubted Christian faith to 
hold us together, if that is possible. 


From the Synods. 


from one-sided and narrow hobbies ; | 


CONTRIBUTORS. 
(Elected by the Synods.) 
United States: REV.C.S.GERHARD, Reading, Pa. 
Pittsburgh » Rev. D. B. Lapy, Curllsville, Pa. 


Potomac: REV. J. S. Kierrer, D. D., Hagers- 
town, Md, 


PRESENT BLESSINGS OF. RE- 
LIGION. 


“The hill of Zion yields 
A thousand sacred sweets, 
Before we reach the heavenly fields, 
Or walk the golden streets.’ 


The Scriptures give us several 
catalogues of the Christian graces. 
St. Peter mentions as such: faith, 
virtue, knowledge, temperance, pa- 


tience, godliness, brotherly kind- 
ness atid charity. St. Paul says: 
‘‘The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, long-suffering, gentle- 
ness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance.’’ At another place he 
says: the fruit of the Spirit is ‘‘in 
all goodness, and righteousness, and 
truth.’”’ Again: ‘‘Now abideth 
faith, hope, charity, these three ; 
but the greatest of these is charity.’’ 
Christians are exhorted to ‘‘ think on 
whatsoever things are true, honest, 
just, pure, lovely, or of good re- 
port.”’ 

These virtues and excellencies 
are set before us as entering into 
and constituting the ideal Christian 
character. By these fruits they 
shall be recognized. Christ himself 
realized fully, in his life and con- 
duct, all that is mentioned in these 
several catalogues of virtues. Judged 
by the rule of his own teachings 
and that of his apostles, he fulfilled 


all righteousness. The apostles also, 
and those who have followed them, 

during the long course of Christian 
history, have, more or less- earnest- 
ly and successfully, aimed to live 
according to this standard. Where 
in all history can we find such meek- 
ness, and long-suffering, and patient 
endurance, and faithfulness, and 
self-control, and unmurmuring he- 
roic perseverance and devotion toa 
good cause, and such universal cha- 
rity as in the records of the Chris- 
tian Church? We are certainly 
safe in saying that nine tenths of all 
that is worthy of admiration in hu- 
man character and achievement is 
to be found within the limits of the 
Church, and is to be attributed to 
the influence which Christ and his 
teachings have had upon those who 
have believed on him. 


The virtues named in the Scrip- 
tures, exemplified by Christ, and 
illustrated to an extent among the 
followers of Christ in every age 
since the establishment of his king- 
dom upon the earth, constitute 
something very high and noble in 
human life. Nothing approaching 
this is found among the best exam- 
ples and traits of character of the 
heathen heroes and sages. Nowhere 
in profane history do such shining 
lights appear. Here alone is the 
richest experience of excellence, 
the highest attainment of virtue, the 
most humane and generous emo- 
tions, the most consistent principles, 
the most noble and estimable con- 
duct and the sublimest life of which: 
we can have any conception. Chris- 
tianity has had a vast influence for 
good on the nations, it has acceler- 
ated the progress of civilization, it 
has made the wilderness blossom as 
‘the rose in many continents and is- 
lands, and it has added a thousand 
graces and conferred a thousand 
benefits upon society. But its in- 
fluence upon the individual experi- 
ence, upon the heart and life, of 
every one who sincerely embraces 
it is something which no man can 
measure. 


It is worth while to look at this 
aspect of the subject. Usually we 
are disposed to regard the chief bless- 
ings of our holy religion as being 
those which have reference to the 
life after death. This is no doubt 
correct in one view. But we have 
to do at present with the life that 
now is rather than with that which 
isto come. And it will richly re- 
pay us to put forth every effort in 
our power to understand and realize 
the good Christianity can do us now. 
The apostle must have been looking 
ata very narrow side of Christian 
experience when he said: ‘‘If in this 
life only we have hopein Christ weare 
of all men most miserable.’’ Christ 
himself expresses a much broader 
truth where hesays; ‘‘ There isno 
man that hath left house or parents, 
or brethren, or wife, or children, for 
the kingdom of God’s sake, who 
shall not receive manifold more in 
this present time, and in the world 
to come life everlasting.’’ If there 
were no fulness of joy before the 
Christian in the next world, if his 
history ended in death, it would still 
be an unspeakable advantage to bea 
Christian. The rich experience 
gained, the nobility of character de- 
veloped, the hights of spiritual ex- 
altation reached, would amply re- 
pay us for all the sacrifices demand- 
ed in entering upon and following 
the Christian life. What Tennyson 
says of human affection is also true 
with regard to the Christian graces, 
the greatest of which is charity. 


‘“‘T hold it true whate’er befall, 
I feel it when I sorrow most, 
Tis better to have loved and lost 
Than never to have loved at all,” 
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Poetry. 


MESSIAH TRIUMPHANT. 


Jesus, the triumphs of Thy cross 
With holy wonder we proclaim, 
And join with the celestial host, 
In loud hosannas to Thy name. 
The pray'r was heard, ‘‘ Father, forgive, 
“The murdrers know not what they 
do!” 
And we in this far distant day, 
Its blest effects with rapture view. 


We see the seed of Abrah’m come, 
Trophies of Thy victorious grace, 
To worship at Thy sacred feet, 
With sinners of the Gentile race, 
No longer now in unbelief, 
They're grafted into their'own tree; 
And if the first fruits precious are, 
What shall the future harvest be? 


Our faith takes wing, and hails the day 
When they shall all be gathered in, 
When Thou wilt turn Thy wrath away, 
And freely pardon all their sin. 
When Zion shall be built again, 
And all the earth Thy glory see , 
And every nation Thou hast made, 
Pay their glad homage, Lord, to Thee. 


— The Hebrew- Christian, 


Personal. 


Dr, Hastings has deeined the call to the 
presidency of the Union Theological Se- 
minary. 


By the will of the late Dr. Alonzo 
Clark, of New York, Williams College re- 
ceives the amount of ¢50,000, Dr. Clark 
was a graduate of the college with the class 
of 1828, 


The Rev, °F. A>) Muhlenberg,” D:D, 
LL.D., Professor of Greek in the Univer- 
sity of Pennsylvania, has tendered his re- 
signation to the Board of Trustees, which 
was accepted and a Minute ordered. 


Chief Justice Morrison R. Waite died at 
Washington, D.C., on the morning of 
March 23d. He had reached the age of 
71 years, 4 months and 7 days. He filled 


the office of Chief Justice since March 4th, | 


1876. 


The Rev. Melancthon B. Williams, of 
Cambridge, N. Y., is the oldest living gra- 
duate of Princeton College. He was born 
July 16th, 1797, and entered the junior 
class at Nassau Hall (as the college was 
then called) in his sixteenth year and was 
graduated in 1814. 


In 1859 Hon. James U. Quiggle, now 
deceased, was appointed as Consul to 
Antwerp, in Belgium, under the adminis- 
tration of James Buchanan, and remained 
there a period of about three years. The 
wife of Mr. Quiggle was the youngest 
daughter of Rev. Jacob Mayer, who will 
be remembered as one of our oldest 
ministers. Recently, James C. Quiggle, 
the only son of Mrs. Quiggle, has been 
appointed by President Cleveland as Con- 
sul to ‘‘St Thomas, Ontario, Canada,” a 
city of about 13,000 inhabitants, and is 
one of the most important Consular ap- 
pointments in Canada. Mr. Quiggle is a 
young man of marked ability, and will, no 
doubt, fill the position with credit. 


Sciénce ‘and “A rt 


A physician recommends that all the 
wood used in the interior construction of 
houses and all the plain surfaces of plas- 
ter should be thoroughly oiled or varnish- 
ed, so that the power of absorption of foul 
air and gases should be destroyed. 


A French scientist has produced a new 
fiber. It is strong, and resists ordinary 
chemical agents and water. He dissolves 


gun-cotton in equal parts of alcohol and 
ether, and adds to the solution either 
chloride of tin or iron in alcoholic solu- 
tion. He finally adds alcoholic solution 
of tannin. The combination is forced 
through fine apertures into acidulated 
water and takes form. The product is 
dried at a low temperature, and can then 
be wound on bobbins, -The thread is dark 
colored, but any color can be given with 
dyestuffs, 


Sources oF Paints.—Materials for the 
painter's colors—animal, vegetable and 
mineral—come from many colors. The 
cochineal insects furnish the gorgeous 


carmines, and crimson, scarlet and purple 
lakes ; sepia is the inky fluid by which the 
cuttlefish conceals itself; ivory black and 
bone black are made from ivory chips ; 
and Prussian blue results from the fusion 
of impure potassium carbonate with such 
animal refuse as horses’ hoofs. The vege- 
table lakes are derived from roots, barks 
and gums; blue black is from vine char- 
coal; lamp black is resinous soot; turkey 
red is made from the madder plant of Hin 
doostan ; gamboge, from the yellow sap of 
a Siamese tree; Indian ink, a Chinese 
secret, is probably made from camphor; 
mastic is from a tree of the German 
Archipelago; bister is the soot of wood 
ashes. A natural earth from Sienna, 
Italy, furnishes raw and burnt sienna; 
and raw and burnt umber are from an 
earth of Umbria. Real ultramarine is ob- 
tained from the precious lapis lazuli; 
Chinese white is from zinc; scarlet is 
iodide of mercury, and cinnabar, or native 
vermillion, is from quicksilver ore. 


Items of Interest. 


The first eclipse upon record was a 
lunar one, and was observed at Babylon 
721i Bae 


One of the most recent ideas of temper- 
ance reformers in Australia is a large milk 
palace in one of the chief streets of Mel- 
bourne. Here in cold weather hot and 
spiced milk may be obtained. In the sum- 
mer, frozen milk, iced soda and milk, and 
milk pure and simple are sold. 


Itis reported from Paris that a jeweler 
there lost a magnificent pearl, weighing 
128 grains and valued at $2,000. He ad- 
vertised liberally, and a month afterward 
a ragpicker brought the gem to the store. 
She said that she had three weeks before 
gathered up the contents of an ashbox in 
front of the jeweler’s, and when she:came 
to sort them over she found the pearl. 


Observations on the part of a large 
number of scientists prove that earth- 
quakes are more frequent at the time of 
full moon and change of the moon than 
at other times, and also more frequent 
when the moon is nearest the earth or 
when she is on the meridian. The cause 
to which this fact has been assigned is 
the action of those forces which produce 
the tides of the ocean; their similar in- 
fluence upon the solid land strata leads 
to their disturbance in the shape of earth- 
quakes. 


According to a lecture by Dr. Stevenson 
Macadam the remains of a well organized 
soap factory have been found in the ruins 


of Pompeii. Soap factories existed in 
Italy and Spain in the eighth and in 
France in the ninth centuries. The manu- 
facture in Great Britain was first heard of 
in the fourteenth century. White soap is 


| generally prepared from tallow, with a 


little lard and palm-oil. In yellow soap 
resin is added. Soft soapis prepared from 
fatty substances, with potash. - Cocoanut- 
oil soap has the advantage of being 
usable with sea-water, and is often called 
marine soap. Carbolic-acid soap contains 
about 2 per cent. of carbolic acid, and 
has antiseptic as well as washing proper- 
ties. In toilet soaps, as in old brown 


Windsor, when they are kept for a long 
time, the soda is influenced by the air 
and has its strong properties neutralized. 
Then itis remelted and stored up again, 
and remelted a second time, when it be- 
comes soft and tender; but the toilet soaps 
of the present are not always given time 
to age. 


Hints and Recipes. 


A chair high enough for one to sit in 
and use one’s arms freely in cooking 
manipulations is the most sensible yet in- 
vented for woman, No man ever stands 
to perform any work that he can do ina 
sitting position. Woman is ever last to 
accept an easier method, 


BoNnED CHICKEN.—Boil a young fowl 
until tender; remove the meat from the 
bones, chop fine and season with pepper, 
salt and butter, and pour over it the liquor 
that the chicken was cooked in, which 
should be boiled down to a jelly ; put it in 
a basin and press down with a weight 
until it shall be cold ; keep in a cool place. 
Slice with a very sharp knife. 


To clean oil-finished paint or hard-wood 
use weak tea, almost cold, and remove 
the dust and discoloration, and then rub 
it over with a flannel cloth dipped in 
furniture polish, made of one-third lin- 
seed oil, one-third turpentine and one- 
third vinegar ; shake it well together in a 
bottle and pour it into a saucer and rub 
hard. It is a very satisfactory polish. 


A novel method of removing grease 
from cloth, woolen or silk goods is the use 
of potato water. Grate the potatoes to a 
pulp and add water to the amountjof a 
pint toa pound. Let it stand, and when 
clear pour off all but the potato sediment 
at the bottom. This is the cleaning mix- 
ture, to be applied with a clean linen rag, 
and to be followed by the use of a small 
amount of spirits of wine. ; 


Farm and Garden. 


In pruning roses cutting back closely 
produces, as a rule, fewer blooms of finer 
quality, while from those not so closely 
pruned will be obtained a larger quantity 
of smaller flowers. 


The best gardeners say that the porous 
common pots are not so good for house 
plants as those glazed or painted out- 
side. The reason is that evaporation is 
constant from the sides of the porous pots, 
and the roots are not only dryer but colder 
for it. 


An excellent insect destroyer is said to 
be alum water, made by dissolving a pound 
of alum in three quarts of water. If the 
alum water be added to whitewash it will 
not only improve the whitewash but kill 
vermin in the poultry house when the 
whitewash shall be applied. : 


It is well known that grafts from bear- 
ing trees will come into fruit earlier than 
trees from seeds, and on the same principle 
gardeners secure early tomatoes by keep- 
ing root cuttings of tomatoes over winter 
in green-houses, which causes them to 
bear earlier than those from seeds when 
planted. outside. 


Books and Periodicals. 


Any of the books here noticed can be had through our 
Publication House, 907 Arch Street. 


A SHEAF OF SonG. By Benj. F. Leggett. 
New York: John B. Alden, publisher, 
1887. 12mo, cloth, price 60 cts,, post- 
age 8 cts. 

We know nothing of the author, but we 
give his book a hearty welcome. It is a 
simple and unpretentious collection of 
lyrics on a variety of themes, and is evi- 
dently the offspring of a delicate and re- 


fined mind, a warm and sensitive heart, 
and a true and keen sense of beauty. 
The melody is often tender and always 
graceful, and these modest verses, which 
attempt no ambitious flights, may be read 
with pleasure by all. 


A TRAMP THROUGH SWITZERLAND. By 
Benj. F. Leggett, Ph.D. New York: 
John B, Alden, publisher, 1887. 12mo, 
cloth, price 40 cents, postage 6 cents. 
This is a vivid description of some of 

the sublimest and most picturesque 

scenery in Switzerland, by the author of 

‘A Sheaf of Song,’ who made a three 

weeks’ pedestrian tour through that won- 

der-land, and here paints to the life its 
towering mountains, its foaming cascades, 
its terrific avalanches, its peaceful valleys, 
its simple-minded but brave and free in- 
habitants. Not every one can visit the 

Alps, but every one, by reading this little 

book, can enjoy the impressions made by 

them on one who gazed on them with an 
intel igent mind and a poetic eye, 


EGypTiAN ARCHAEOLOGY. By G. Maspeto. 
Translated by Amelia B. Edwards. 
New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 1888. 
Price $3.00. 


A most charming book, not only to the 
skilled Egyptologist, but also to the stu- 
dent of antiquity in general. Archzology 
possesses a certain fascination for nearly 
every mind, and the archeology of Egypt, 
that wonderful cradle of civilization, is in-_ 
tensely interesting, especially when, as in 
this original and picturesque volume, the 
author is able to make the long vanished 
past live again as in the present. Prof. 
Maspero gives us a graphic description of 
the houses in which, four thousand and 
more years ago, the inhabitants of the Nile - 
valley lived, the temples where they wor- 
shiped, the works of painting and sculp- 
ture they enjoyed, the ornaments they 
wore, the tombs in which they were 
buried, and countless other objects ‘of in- | 
terest. No one could! be better qualified 
for the task. He stands at the head of the _ 
Bulak Museum, and has spent many 
years of diligent study among the monu- 
ments of Egypt, deciphering their inscrip- 
tion and investigating them from every 
point of view. The result is an original, 
valuable and delightful book, which will 
long be astandard authority on the sub- 
ject it treats. The translation is all that 
even the most fastidious critic could de- 
sire. It was made by Miss Amelia Ed- 
wards, who herself possesses an extensive 
and accurate knowledge of Egyptian 
archeology, and knows how to reproduce 
the French of her author in a smooth and 
flowing style that reads like an original. 
The mechanical execution of the book is 
excellent; its three hundred illustrations 
are of the very best; and altogether the 
volume is one which itis a pleasure to 
handle and a stlll greater pleasure to read. 


“‘OQuida”’ has the place of honor in THE 
Woman’s Wortp for April, and writes 
feelingly ‘“Apropos of a Dinner.” ‘ Lace 
making in Ireland” is the subject of the 
paper which follows “Ouida.” Then 
follow ‘‘Swiss Goblins,” ‘‘ Culture ws, 
Cookery,’’ ‘First Nights at the Paris 
Theatres.” A frontispiece shows us the 
foyer of the Theatre Francais ona first 
night. Winchester is described as ‘A 
City of Memories.” ‘ The True Story of 
Clement Ker” is continued; Lady Lind- 
say contributes a short story; there is 
some poetry, and then come the “ Literary 
and other Notes,” by the editor, Mr. Oscar 
Wilde, 

Cassell & Co., New York, 35 cents a 
number ; $3.50 a year in advance. - 


POPULAR SCIENCE MONTHLY. Edited 
by W. J. Youmans. Contents for April— 
College Athletics and Physical Develop- 
ment, The Struggle for Existence—A Pro- 
grarame, Forms and Failures of the Law, 
Hypnotism in Disease. and Crime, Cali- 
fo nian Dry-Winter Flowers, The Family 


Life of Fishes, A Paper of Candy, The 
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Earliest Plants, Chinese Superstitions, The 
Present Status of Mineralogy, The Uni- 
formity of Social Phenomena, The Che- 
mistry of Underground Waters, The Cause 
of Character, Sketch of David Ames 
Wells, Correspondence, Editor's Table, 
Literary Notices, Popular Miscellany and 
Noatesin i: ¢ 

Published by D. Appleton & Co., 1,3 & 
5 Bond street, New York, 


THe LipraRyY MaGaAzinE for March 
comes out in a new dress which is highly 
creditable to the high-class literature 
which it embodies, It is certainly a very 
extraordinary dollar's worth of literature, 
the nearly 2,500 pages per annum which 
this Magazine gives to its subscribers. 
Those who see it are not surprised at such 
very emphatic endorsements as given, 
for example, by Prof. Perry, of Williams 
College, in a recent letter to the publisher : 
“‘T do not know when my subscription to 
the Library Magazine expires. Please re- 
new it. Ido not intend it shall expire at 
all so long as I am able to read.” 

Published by John B. Alden at $1.00 a 
ear 

THE ‘ATLAntic MontTuHiy for April 
contains—Yone Santo: A Child of Japan, 
XV.—XVIIL.; English Faith in Art; The 
_Aspern Papers, V—VIl. ; Turners Old 
Temeraire ; Ferdinand Lassalle, the Social- 
ist; To my Infant Son; First Crisis of the 
American Revolution; The Marriage 
Celebration in the United States; The 
Despot of Broomsedge Cove, VII.—VIIL; 
Brownell; Mr. Lowell's New , Poems; 
Darwin's Life; The Contributors’ Club; 


ville, Lancaster county, Pa., Friday, 9th 
ult: cat rr AWM. 

Funeral services were conducted as 
above indicated by the) pastor of the de- 
ceased, Rev. G. H. Johnston, of the 
Church of the Strangers, Philadelphia, of 
which she was a member and teacher of 
the Infant class in the Sunday-school, in 
which she had but recently begun work. 
Mrs. Sellers was brought up carefully in a 
Christian home, and when the clouds of 
sickness and sorrow gathered over her, 
the Christian’s faith and the grace that 
comforts and supports the heart, soothed 
and sustained her, so that it was easy 
enough to see that for her there wasa 
“bright light in the cloud.” 

George, eight years old, and Harry four, 
though bereft of a tender mother, whose 
place no one can fully take, yet they shall 
not want for any good thing. God hath, 
and they have, friends who will care for 
them. 


In Franklin county, about four miles 
west of the borough of Shippensburg, on 
the line of the C.V. R.R, Mrs. Sarah 
Clippinger, wife of Mr. Alex. Clippinger, 
aged 65 years, 9 months and 2 days. 

Mrs. C. was, for the last six years of her 
life, a sufferer from heart trouble, and 
during the month of February was at- 
tacked with pneumonia; her physical 
powers being so much weakened, she was 
unable to bear up under the troubles, and 
her heart failing to act, death came to her 
relief. May God sanctify this affliction to 
the good of the family. The funeral ser- 
vices were conducted by the pastor of the 
Reformed church ‘at Shippensburg, of 
which she was a member. Jap ORG 


Diep.—In Clearspring, February 27th, 
Isaac Ankeney Brewer, iniant son of 
George Lancelot and Mary L. Brewer, 
aged 4 months, 11 days. 

This little bud of immortality soon pass- 
ed quickly and quietly away, 


Books of the Month. 
Houghton, Mifflin & Company, Boston, 
Mass. 


Lirreityt’s Livinc Ace. The number 
of The Living Age for March 31 contains 
—The Swarming of Men, Monsieur le 
.Cure, Garibaldi's Memoirs, Some Clerical 

_ Reminiscences, Ostrich-Farming in South 
Africa, Fires in Cotton, Our Neighbors the 
Moots, Poetry and Miscellany. 

Title and Index to Volume CLXXVI. 

Littell & Co., Boston, are the pub- 


lishers. Anne 
LITERARY NOTE. 


Dodd, Mead & Company announce for 
immediate publication a new story by 
Amelia E. Barr, the title of which will be 
*« Master of his Fate,” a Story of the West 
Riding of Yorkshire. They will also be- 
gin immediately the publication of a Lib- 
rary edition in handsome style of the works 
of Besant & Rice, the initial volume being 
“Golden Butterfly and My Little Girl.” 
Succeeding volumes, to the number of 
twelve in all, will follow at short intervals. 


Marriages. 


In Trinity Reformed Church, Mechanics- 
town, Md., Wednesday, March 14th, by 
Rev. J. Spangler Kieffer, D.D., Dr. D, I. 
Leatherman to Miss Kate A., daughter of 
Rev. Henry Wissler, all of Mechanics- 
town. 


On Wednesday, Marchfi4th, by Rev. S. 
U. Snyder, at the pastor's residence, John 
H. Zoli to Elizabeth A. Weisel, both of 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


March 15th, at the Reformed Parsonage, 
Nazareth, Pa., Mr. John J. Roth to Miss 
Mary E. Smith, daughter of Rev. M. A. 
Smith, the officiating clergyman, both of 
Nazareth, Pa. 


s 


Deaths. 


Obituaries to be inserted must be no Jonger than two 
hundred and fifty words. 


Diep —On the 6th ult., in West Phila- 
delphia, Annie L., wife of Faber T. Sel- 
lers, and daughter of Geo. W. and Anna 
M. Hensel, of Quarryville, Pa., in the 32d 
year of her age. 

Funeral services at No. 756 Union St., 
West Philadelphia, on Thursday, 8th ult, 
atg A: M. To proceed to Lancaster by 
fast line P.R. R. Interment at Quarry- 


“Tn the spirit’s young bloom 
Ere earth has profaned what was born for 
the skies.” 


The great Shepherd has gathered him 
in His arms, and borne him to his heaven- 
ly fold. Look not in the grave, but look up. 


“My beautiful, my blest, 

I see him there, by the great Spirit’s throne. 
With winning words and fond beseeching 
tone 

He woos me to my rest.” G. 

‘DieED.—On February 10, 1888, at her 
home near Salisbury, Pa., Mrs Nancy, 
wife of Samuel Compton, aged 58 years, 
7 months and 17 days. , 

Of this good Christian mother we can 
truly say, she was “chosen in the furnace 
of affliction.” 

Through rheumatism she was deprived 
of the use of her limbs. for over twenty- 
one years. Quite helpless for years she 
sat upon her chair confined to her room. 
A few weeks prior to her transition from 
the Church militant to the Church tri- 
umphant, she was confined to her bed. 
Though suffering for years, her sufferings 
now were very great. But she bore them 
only asa Christian can. Her Bible and 
liturgy are well worn books, and from 
these she derived so much of that com- 
fort that enabled her to say: “ The Lord 
is my shepherd, I shall not want.” 

She was a member of the Reformed 
Church thirty-nine years and never missed 
a communion. Whenshe could not par 
take of it with the congregation, it was 
administered in her sick-room. 

Enter that sick-room when you would, 
you heard no complaints or longings: but 
a humble submission to the will of a kind 
heavenly Father seemed to light up her 
every feature and sweeten her very life. 
It was a pleasure to visit her. So patient, 
so cheerful, so resigned. She retained 
her consciousness to the last and possessed 
an assured confidence that she ‘‘ belonged 
to her faithful Saviour, Jesus Christ.” 

Her funeral was largely attended. All 
could not be accommodated in the church. 
She was buried from the St. John’s Re- 
formed church, Salisbury, Pa. The ser- 
mon was preached by her pastor, and 
based on Psalm 126 : 5. 


“Rest here, blest saint, till from His throne 
The morning break and pierce the shade.” 
Elaine Ee, 


Diep.—In Hickory, N. C., on February 
g, Mrs. Barbara E. L. Wilfong departed 
this life in the 79th year of her age. 

Grandma Wilfong, asshe was familiarly 
called. was a remarkable woman, who, 
although having lived more than the allot- 
ted three score and ten, yet will be missed 
in fam ly, in church, and in community. 
Baptized in infancy, she at an early age 
assumed her baptismal vows and was con 


firmed by Rev. John Rudy. For more 
than sixty years it was her delight to goto 


the Lord’s houseto worship with the Lord’s 
people. Now, that she has gone up higher 
to join the heavenly throng, we look back 
over her life and find that what she did, 
she did “‘ heartily as unto the Lord.” Be- 
ing happily married, she rejoiced in her 
large family of children, ‘‘ These children 
must all receive an education,” was the 
one impelling motive that led her to look 
for a suitable school. The Reformed 
Church in North Carolina at that time had 
no school to which her sons and daughters 


might go. But, reasoned this mother, why | 


not start a school. For her to reason, 
meant that something must be done. A 
teacher was employed, and five of her sons 
become pupils, This was the start of what 
is now Catawba College. One of its most 
liberal patrons at the beginning, she re- 
mained a steadfast friend to the last. 
While living in Newton before and during 
the war, her home was headquarters for 
all students; and many there are to-day 
who feel that they have lost a personal 
friend, 

Moving to Hickory some fourteen years 
ago, her active mind found pleasure in 
taking part in the school and church 
affairs of this new andstirring town. Here, 
as in Newton, her fertile mind could plan, 
her indomitable will execute whatever was 
for the good of man and the glory of 
God. A friend to the friendless, a mother 
to the orphan, a helper to the helpless, 
an jalmoner of God’s bounty to the poor, 
awise counselor in time of trouble, her 
home was, always open to the poor and 
downtrodden. At her fireside and at her 
table poor and rich were alike made wel- 
come, but none more so than her pastor. 
To him she always gave unswerving alle- 
giance. Her family and her church were 
the two themes that she loved most to talk 
about. She hath done for both of these 
what she could against the coming of her 
Lord and Master to take her home. 


Reformed Church Messenger, 


vo A YEAR. 


AND 


$1.25 


of the MESSENGER, and place it within 
the reach of the many, we make the fol- 
lowing offers : 

1. For $15.00 CASH, we will send the 
MESSENGER to a club of TEN NEW 
subscribers—each address—for one year, 
and one extra copy to the getter up of the 
club. : 

2. For $25.00 CASH, we will send the 
MESSENGER to a club of TWENTY 
NEW ssubscribers—to one address—for 
one year, and one extra copy to the getter 
up of the club. 

These are both liberal offers. 
and others can avail themselves of them 


Pastors 


to have the Church paper in every family 
in their congregations. 

The second offer commends itself to 
consistories as a way by which they may 
be able to put a copy of the paper into 
such families as are not able to pay for it. 
What consistory could not devise means 
by which $25.00 could be raised to have 
twenty families receive the benefit of its 
weekly visits ? 

We need no special agents, if some one 
throughout the 
Church will take the matter in hand. We 
prefer to give subscribers the benefit of the 
commission, 


in each congregation 


Try it, one and all, and see the result! 


We look for good returns from these 


offers. 


Shall we be disappointed? Sam 


ple copies sent on application. 
Address 


Reformed Church Publication Honse, 


907 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. | 


With a view to increase the circulation’ 


Business Department. 


—_—_ 


THERMS: 


$2.00 a year, in advance, postage free. Six copies 
to one address for one year, $10.00. ‘ 

No paper disc ontinued, except at the eption of the 
publisher, unless orders are sent direct to the Fublica- 
tion Office, at least two weeks before the time subscribed 
for expires, and all arrearages are paid. : 

The date append ed to the subscriber’s name on the slip 
pasted on each paper, indicates the day and year to 
which he has paid. ‘ 

Renewals should be made before the date transpires. 

When the address of a paper is to be changed, the OLD 
and the NEW should be given. 

#~Should you remit, and on examining the label on 
your paper you do not find the proper credit given after 
two weeks have elapsed, please inform us by postal, so 
that any failure to reach us may be discovered, or any 
mistake or omission may be corrected. 

8@-We do make mis takes sometimes, and we want the 
aid of pastors, agents and all interested, in correcting 
them. 

4a Remittances should be made payable by Check, 
Draft, Postal Money Order, or Registered Letter to the 
order of Tun RerormepD CHuRCH PusLicATION Houss, 
9°97 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


CHAS. G. FISHER. 


Tn ee 


PLEASE NOTICE 
TAG ON YOUR PAPER, 


And if you are indebted for 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


REMIT WITHOUT DELAY. 


Subscriptions are Due in Advance. 


THE 


DIRECTORY OF WORSHIP, 


A new edition of the Directory of Wor- 
ship has just been issued. They can be 
had at present only in three styles of 
binding, and hereafter at the following 
prices, fixed by the General Synod’s Com- 
mittee: 


Miastinsieity ic) e eeUrek- suber eee S 
Imitation, e ° ° A ; « 1.25 
Turkey Morocco, gilt edges, ° 2.50 


Directory of Worship and Hymns 
for the Reformed Church, Km- 
bossed, plain, bound together, 


1.50 
All postpaid, with the usual discount to 
the trade, and when ordered in large quan- 
tities. 

Congregations wishing to introduce them 
will be allowed a special price for introduc- 
tion—to continue tor six weeks. 

All orders to be addressed to 

Reformed Church Pub. House, 


907 Areh St., Philadelphia, Pa, 


NEW & OLD BOOKS, 


We would call attention to the follow= 
ing books that have been recently publish- 
ed, and are for sale by us at the prices 
named, postpaid : 

Historic Manual ef the Reformed 
Church in the U. 8., Rev. J. H. 
Dubbs, D D., 

The Substantial Philosophy, Rev. J. 


$1.50 


I, Swander, D.D., 1.50 
Letters to Boys and Girls about the 
Holy Land and the First Christmas, 
Rev. Theo. Appel, D.D., wS 
Lord’s Portion, Kev. H. Harbaugh, 
D.D., k aper, 25 
Muslin, 30 
Service Book and Hymnal, Rev. W. 
F. Lichliter, Piain Muslin, 25 
Red edges, Me AU 
A Treatise on Baptism, Rev, J. J. 
Leberman, -60 
Recollections of College Life, Rev. 
Theodore Appel, D.D., 1.25 
Beginnings of the Theological Semit= 
mary of ths Reformed Church in 
the U.S., Rev. Theo. Appel, D.D., 
Paper, +50 3 Muslin, 75 
A Child’s Life of Christ, Rev. C. Z. 
Weiser, D.D., ‘ 1.00 
The Gospe) Call, Book of Sermons by 
Rev. J. K. Millett, deceased ; edited 
by Rev. C. 8S. Gerhard, 1.50 
History and Doctrines of the Re- 
formed Church, by Rev. J. H. Good. 
A tract.” 50 Copies, 1.00 
100 s6 200 
300 “ 5.00 
Directory of Worship, Muslin, 15 
Imitation Morocco, 1.45 
Young Parson, 125 


OLD BOOKS AT REDUCED RATES, 
Wayside Gleanings, by Rev B. Baus— 


man, 1).9)., (former pricé, $1.25), 60 

Christological Theology, Rev. H, 
Harbaugh, D_D., Single Copy, 05 
Doz n, +50 


Address, 


Reformed Church Pub. House, 


907 Arch Si., Philadel phiu, Pa 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


| APRIL 4, 1888. 


Continued from Page 5. 


and inspires, the most earnest, self-deny, 
ing work in behalf of its coming; and so 
also, to be in accord with this petition for 
unity, means, at the very least, that when 
we join in it, we are willing and ready, 
where there exists such approximate iden- 
tity, as we have shown to exist in this 
case, that all minor differences, upon which 
we are standing apart, be placed upon the 
altar of sacrifice and consumed in its fires. 

The fundamental conception of the 
Church, as the embodiment of our Lord’s 
life, the organ of its evolution and the 
realization of its Redemptive work, in- 
volves of necessity the idea of unity; and 
without stopping now to discuss the causes 
of the present distracted condition of the 
Christian world, it is evident to those who 
have given any serious attention to the 
matter, that whatever historical justifica- 
tion may have availed hereafter as a plea, 
this condition cannot innocently be con- 
tinued longer. A widespread dissatisfac- 
tion with this state of things already exists, 
and is becoming day by day more intense 
and pronounced; and those wh» fail to 
read the signs of the times and bring 
themselves into practical sympathy with 
the mighty forces, that are even now work- 
ing towards the unification of the Chris- 
tian world, will, perhaps, awake too late, 
to the consciousness of having neither 
part nor lot in the kingdom of God. If 
any man have not the spirit of Christ he 
is none of Lis. And now, that the 
challenge has come to us of these two 
churches, we must contront it boldly; and 
if we, from our weakness, are yet unable to 
reach organic unity, let us find a modus 
vivendi, which will, by and by, issue in 
this glorious end. 

III. The accomplishment of this Union 
would place these Churches in the position 
of 2 

CONSPICUOUS LEADERSHIP 
in the grand march, already begun, towards 
the full realization of the Unity of the 
Church—placing us, as it were, in the 
van-guard, the post both of honor and 
opportunity. 

While in making this point, we would 
not appeal to the passion of self-glorifica- 
tion, yet there is a holy ambition—a laud- 
able enthusiasm—a burning desire, which 
prompt one to take his place in the fore- 
front of great enterprises in behalf of the 
Kingdom of God, and which may be fitly 
evoked for the accomplishment of the 
great end we are now considering. And, 
therefore, we say again, that the organic 
union of these two.old Churches, placing 
us in the van-guard of this great move- 
ment, would furnish a practical illustration 
of the possibilities of the situation, and 
would prove, both a near protest against 
continued division, and a trumpet-tongued 
challenge to others, to consider how, by 
small sacrifices (comparatively) these fear- 
ful schisms may be healed. There are, 
indeed, multitudes of most excellent 
Christian people, who are resting in their 
respective organizations,as though rightand 
normal, simply because their attention has 
never been aroused to consider the situa- 
tion. It is, therefore, of very great im- 
portance, that these people, satistied with 
their separate organizations, as though 
they were each, in-reality, the Church of 
Christ would, under the testimony of his 
leadership, be stimulated to a proper ap- 
prehension of the case, and filled with an 
earnest longing for the realization of St. 
Paul’s ideal of the Christian Church. 

Looking at the situation from our stand- 
point, it seems as though these Churches 
have been providentially preserved for 
such a time and such a work as this. . 

IV. This union should take place also, 
because the new body, with its large, well- 
educated ministry and a membership and 
population all told, of nearly, perhaps, 
quite half a million, would constitute 


A NUCLEUS 


with strong powers of attraction for other 
kindred bodies, and around which they 
would ultimately crystallize, or if not 
thus, would itself, by virtue of its peculiar 
character, be attracted and drawn into the 
communion and fellowship of another 
Christian community—a process that once 
inaugurated is destined to go on until the 
glorious work of unification is completed. 

V. This union should be consummated, 
because there would thus be 


ONE DENOMINATION LESS, 


a very small beginning, some one will say, 
but yet one of supreme importance, be- 
cause, it would demonstrate the feasibility 
of a reintegration of the Protestant 
Churches now kept asunder by considera- 
tions of no real significance whatever. It 
needs only (so ripe are the times) that the 
electric light of this grand truth (the 
unity of the Church) be turned in upon 
these fragmentary divisions, that have 


been masquerading each, as the Church, to 
bring the genuine disciples of the Master, 
to see how wrong and sinful such divisions 
now are; as also, to recognize, how many 
and glorious are the harmonies, that would 
bind them together, if allowed, and how 
few and unimportant are the differences, 
that cause them to stand apart. <A polity, 
a method, a speculation or some other 
small thing, is all there is, in the majority 
of cases, to keep God’s people at such a 
distance from each other. Only let this 
reconstructive work be begun, so as to re- 
duce the number.of denominations by one 
—blotting out one name from their cata- 
logue—(God grant that the work may be 
begun by us) and the effect would be, to 
make this question of a union of the 
Churches, a burning question all over the 
land. 

VI. These Churches should unite, be- 
cause, when considered in the light of his- 
tory, they are to all intents and purposes 


THE SAME CHURCH. 


As all readers of Church history know, the 
Reformed: movement, was throughout Bu- 
rope, simultaneous with the Lutheran, and 
was at a very early period found in organ- 
ized form in Switzerland, Holland, Ger- 
many, France, England, Scotland, and 
other countries, and at the Synod of Dort, 
at whose sessions delegates were present 
from these various Reformed Churches, the 
Heidelberg Catechism was adopted as the 
symbol and expression of their common 
faith; but of all these Reformed people, 
those of the Palatinate and Holland most 
nearly resemble each other, separated only 
by language and nationality. 

When, afterwards, the tide of immigra- 
tion set in to this country from Central 
Europe, these Reformed people came 
hither, with their faith, bringing with 
them their ministers, forming distinct 
communities (little nations) and maintain- 
ing for a considerable time their lan- 
guages and other peculiarities, with but 
little knowledge of, and no communica- 
tion with each other. It is a noteworthy 
fact, by the way, that the Huguenots, rep- 
resenting the French Reformed. Church, 
cast in their lot, for the most part, with 
the German Reformed Church, as the 
family names and family records of so 


many of our people testify. These Chris- 


tian communities—the German in Penn- 
svlvania, and the Dutch in New York and 
New Jersey were cared. for, with equal af- 
fection by the Synods of North and South 
Holland, as children of the same family, 
and were separated only by distance and 
language. But now, that the barrier of 
language has been removed, and all na- 
tional distinctions and differences have 
given place to a common American citi- 
zenship, these children of the Heidelberg 
Catechism should no longer remain 
estranged, but as one family occupy and 
maintain the same household. 


Tt remains, now, that we briefly consider 
the benefits that would result from, and 
the great possibilities that could be real- 
ized for the promotion of the kingdom of 
our Lord, that would. be involved in the 
accomplishment of this union, and first as 
regards 

1. MISSIONARY WORK. 


There would be immense gain in a 
consolidation of their respective operations. 
The two churches have been working, 
though not exclusively, on different lines 
of missionary enterprise. For many years, 
the Church of North America (D. R.) has 
been quite extensively engaged in propa- 
gating the gospel in foreign lands, and 
long before the Church of the United 
States (G. R.) undertook any distinctively 
denominational work of the same kind. 
This latter Church, however, during this 
period, gave almost exclusive attention to 
that great missionary work in our own 
land, to the doing of which she seems 
to have a special call. Nor has this pecu- 
liar state of things, as regards their mis- 
sionary undertakings, been matter, either 
of accident or choice. Immigration from 
the old home (Holland) of our sister 
Church, in large numbers, has long ago 
ceased, while on the other hand, the Ger- 
mans have continued pouring into this 
country, year after year, in such vast mul- 
titudes, until they now form no inconsider- 
able part of our population of sixty mil- 
lions. Of these, very many are of our 
faith, and look to us naturally as their 
kindred, to supply them with the minis- 
trations of the everlasting gospel. 

This fact, with another of large signifi- 
cance, viz.: that our people, young and 
old, are emigrating in large numbers from 
the old, over crowded communities, west 
and south, with their Reformed faith and 
Church traditions, makes up for us a work 
far greater than we alone can accomplish, 
and opens to view a missionary field so ex- 
tensive that we, with our paucity of min- 


isters and limited resources, cannot, for 
years to come, possibly occupy. 

Now to one who will thoughtfully consider 
the matter, no argument is needed to sub- 
stantiate the assertion that these two phases 
of missionary enterprise could be far more 
successfully carried forward under the 
auspices of one large Body, in which the 
work of each previously existing organiza- 
tion would complement that of the other. 
Surely, there is no room for doubt that our 
mission in Japan, so auspiciously begun, 
might without detriment—yea, rather with 
great benefit,—be consolidated with that of 
our D. R. brethren in the same land; while 
they could mightily reinforce us in the 
doing of this stupendous home work, so 
absolutely necessary, not only for the spir- 
itual well-being of these people, but also 
for the safety of our political institutions 
and the general welfare of the country. 
Indeed, the instincts and demands of pa- 
triotism, which considers only this latter 
object, requires, most imperatively, that 
this domestic work should be faithfully 
prosecuted without further delay, if we 
would save our Republic from the dangers 
which are so imminent. 

The combined wealth, patriotism, wisdom 
and piety of these Reformed Churches 
joined in one organization would be able 
quickly to Jay hold of and leaven these 
large masses of people, both native and 
foreign, that naturally fall under our care, 
and transform them into exemplary and 
God-fearing citizens of this great Common- 
wealth. The Reformed Church in Europe, 
in all its national Branches in Switzerland, 
Germany, France, England, ete., has ever 
shown itself to be the friend of the people 
and popular Institutions, and shall these 
two churches—friends of the people—for 
any inferior and unimportant consideration, 
neglect or refuse to combine their energies 
and resources for the speedy doing of this 
grand work of patriotism and Religion? It 
cannot be that we, of these churches, will 
refuse to recognize the mighty possibilities 
involved, and thus fail in the discharge of 
the duties imposed upon us! 

Only let all this duplicated machinery be 
dispensed with, and this great missionary 
work— 

THE WORK 


of the church, in both its forms, be carried 
forward, under the direction of one Gen- 
eral Synod, with contributions increased 


|and expenses decreased, and it will require 


no prophet’s ken to foresee the magnificent 
things the one Reformed Church will be 
able todo. Is not this grand possibility 
within easy range of realization ?- 

This Union would make possible in very 
many ways, 


A GRANDER MINISTRY OF CHARITY 


than is possible for either Church in their 
separate existence. The congregation is 
presumed to take care of its own poor, and 
the regular Sunday offerings (almner gelt) 
are theoretically at least, intended for their 
relief. Unfortunately, however, the en- 
velope system, has in many instances, 
been so carried out that while providing 
abundantly for the current expenses of the 
congregation, it has entirely abolished the 
alms for benefit of the poor; and itis a 
question for serious consideration, whether 
this abolishing of Christian alms for the 
poor, as an integral part of the Sunday 
service, does not “pro tanto” vitiate our 
public worship. So indeed the Heidel- 
berg Catechism seems to teach. This, 
however, only by the way. There are 
certain great and pressing wants that lie 
beyond the range of Congregational ac- 
tion, that must be provided for by the 
higher or the highest organizations of the 
Church, only three of which we will briefly 
consider—yiz., (a) Provision for orphans, 
(6) for disabled ministers and the widows 
of deceased ministers, and (c) a Christian 
Hospital for the poor of Christ’s flock, 
who as sick, blind, injured, etc., are un- 
able to take care of themselves, as a legiti- 
mate extension of His ministry of merciful 
healing while here in the flesh. Now as 
regards the first of these our Church has 
done something in the establishment of 
Orphans’ Homes (of which we have four), 
and a little in the matter of provision for 
disabled ministers, and nothing:at all forthe 
sick and otherwise disabled of the Lord’s 
poor whom (jor the sake of this ministry) 
we are always to have with us. Now, for 
this United Reformed Church, the minis- 
try of these several charities would be, 
comparatively, an easy undertuking. No 
other appeals find their way so readily to 
the hearts and pockets of the people, than 
these which are concerned with these par- 
ticular charities. How easy a thing it 
would be, in the consciousne:s of great 
strength, to dot the Church all over with 
Orphans’ Homes—one at least in each 
District Synod—to create a large fund for 
the benefit of disabled ministers and min- 
isters’ widows, and erecting a home for 


such as are not othérwise provided for, 
where these saintly men and women may 
spend the evening of their days waiting 
for the coming of their Lord. O how 
often it happens, that men of great talents, 
yast learning and elegant culture, as well 
as others not so highly endowed, but equal- 
ly faithful in the service of the Church, 
when disability comes, are, like old, used 
up horses, turned out upon the commons 
to die—men, who in other spheres of em- 
ployment (humanly-speaking) could easily 
have provided munificently for old and 
helpless years, but gave up everything for 
the service of the Church. Is it not; there- 
fore, the duty of the Church, whose work 
these men have so faithfully done to see to 
it, that neither they nor the widows of 
those who have died in the harness shall 
suffer the hardship of poverty. A con- 
solidated effort, by these Reformed people, 
when united in one organization would 
result in the creation of a fund of such 
dimensions as to keep its beneficiaries in 
comfort and modest gentility until the end 
comes. 

And doubtless, also, as involved in the 
possibilities of the case, the Hospital 
Charity, would ultimately enlist our seri- 
ous attention. Indeed, his ministrations 
to the sick, afflicted and disabled, formed 
so large a part of our Lord’s work, that 
it seems ‘“‘passing strange,” that these (es- 
pecially Charity poor) should be left so 
entirely to the care of the outlying world, 
rather than to an organized Charity of 
the Church, which would embody, and 
dispense the loving and healing power 
of her Lord. 

Among the possibilities that could, and 
ultimately would be realized under the’ 
auspices of this one Reformed Church 
would be that of the highest educational 
work, in the establishment of a fully en- 
dowed, and thoroughly equipped. 


REFORMED UNIVERSITY, 


all whose teachings should be conducted, 
all whose original work should be prose- 
cuted, under the guidance and inspiration 
of the Catechism, of which the living 
Personality of Jesus Christ our Lord is 
the central figure, ‘‘in whom are hid all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.” 
Both these Churches have done well in 
providing Schools, Seminaries and Col- 
leges, for the education of their children, 
and the training of young men for the 
ministry, under the fostering ge op 
their Own peculiar Gharel Ine the 
time is coming, if not already here, when 
the highest and best of these will no long- 
er satisfy the scientific and philosophical 
demands of the age. Indeed: with a sin- 
gle exception, perhaps, there is nothing in 
the country, that approximates the old 
ideal of a University, as most of the In- 
stitutions so called, are but a cross be- 
tween the ordinary American College and 
the old European University. The ever- 
increasing culture of the times, historical, 
scientific and philosophical, demands, 
something beyond what is furnished by 
the common College curriculum both in 
the way of instruction, and large oppor- 
tunity for original investigations under 
the leadership of, and always subordinate 
to the old Faith. 

Roman Catholics are exceedingly fond 
of charging up to Protestantism, all the 
rationalisms, infidelities and wild vagaries 
of modern science, while they claim for 
themselves, only, security from error. 
Speaking only for ourselves, we indig- 
nantly spurn and repudiate the charge, 
and know, of a certainty, that the Refurm- 
ed Faith, as enshrined in the Catechism, is 
at every point sufficiently positive to keep 
our scholars safe from the suggestions of 
infidelity, and to create an atmosphere 
—a bosom of Heavenly influences-—in 
which, not only in full security, but also 
in most favorable environments, all stud- 
ies in nature, history and philosophy 
can be prosecuted in complete subor- 
dination to the authority of that Great 
Master, who is the Fountain of all wisdom. 
And just at this time, as a fact, challeng- 
ing our attention, the Roman Catholics 
are engaged in the establi-hment of a Uni- 
versity, at Washington, which they hope, 
will, by its vast proportions, outshine and 
overshadow all other institutions of the 
kind. It becomes, therefore, neces-ary 
that the Reformed people should bestir 
themselves in this matter, and complete 
educational equipment by the establish- 
ment of a Reformed University, in which 
the Heidelberg Catechism shall dominate 
and color every department of learning 
and study, and subordinate all science and 
philosophy to Him, in whose person the 
natural and supernatural worlds are at 
one, and between which, therefore, no 
antagonisms or contradictions can really 
exist; and which will offset and fully 
counteract the influence of the proposed 
Roman University already begun at Wash- 
ington. 
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In view, then, of all this, that there are 
no invincible difficulties in the way of 
union from doctrine, cultus or polity ; that 
there are so many cogent reasons why, and 
such grand possibilities, for, which this 
union should be brought to pass, will these 
two churches remain guiltless if they per- 


sist in maintaining their present status? 
eens 


For Reformed Church Messengar. 


MARYLAND SUNDAY SCHOOL 
UNION. 


The thirty-second anniversary of the 
Maryland Sunday-school Union was cele- 
brated on Tuesday evening, March 13th, 
1888, in Oratorio Hall, Baltimore City, Md. 
The weather was intensely cold and 
stormy, but notwithstanding that, a large, 
select and attentive audience assembled 
to participate in the exercises. On the 
platform were seated the officers and 
managers of the Union, prominent clergy- 
men, the speakers, and a large number of 
leading Sunday-school workers. Mr. G. 
S. Griffith, the president, presided, and 
took occasion to express his great pleasure 
at seeing sucha large audience present, 
which was an evidence of the public’s ap. 
preciation of the important work of the 
Union. “i 

The chorus choir, composed of three 
hundred and fifty male and female voices, 
selected from the various Sunday-schools 
of the city, and also a number of them 
from the. celebrated Oratorio Society, 
trained for the occasion by Prof. John G. 
Robinson, Musical _ Director. The 
orchestral accompaniment being furnished 
by Messrs Chas. E. Robinson, Cook 
Moberly, Knight, as cornetists, and Wm. 
Knight, J. H. Hellen, trombone, and S..G. 
Shipley, H..L. Boyd, tenor horns. The 
music was a grand feature of the evening, 
composed expressly for the occasion. 

The exercises were opened with singing 
«« Coronation,” and a fervent and exceed- 
ingly appropriate prayer was offered by 
Rev. E. R. Eschbach, D.D., of Frederick 
City ; 

The President’s report was then read, 
and it was evidently received by the audi- 
ence with marked attention and great 
satisfaction. After referring to the death 
of Mr. S. W. T. Hopper, one of its late 
members of the Board of Managers, he 
congratulated the Union for the position it 
holds to-day asastrong and useful reli- 
gious agency, and for the public confid- 
ence and esteem which it has won, by its 
untiring and effective zeal in the perform- 
ance of its mission in the interest of the 
children and youth of Maryland. 

In looking over the past history of our 
old hard working institution, we feel 
justly proud of its record. The smoke of 
the civil conflict had scarcely cleared 
away when the Maryland Sunday-school 
Union, though a State organization, be- 
held with pitying solicitude the disorgan- 
> ized condition of the adjoining Southern 
States, and sent thousands of volumes of 
helpful literature over her borders, and at 
least two thousand dollars in money, re- 
ceived in answer to a special call for help, 
to establish the Sunday-schools of Vir- 
ginia, where a vast field of labor was laid 
bare by the extensive devastation and de- 
moralizing influences of war. 

Hundreds of fine churches in the city 
and counties have sprung from the agency 
of the Sunday-school missionaries. The 
seeds of some flourishing congregations 
' were planted in little log cabins by the 
wayside. 

The Maryland Sunday-school Union is 
meeting and solving problems that are 

perplexing the political scientists of the 
day. It loses no time in discussion of 
theories, but reaches forth its benevolent 
arms and enfolds the children of the 
criminal, the anarchist, the socialist, and 
the inebriate, and endeavors to negative, 
by the ennobling lessons and impressions 
ot the cross, the vile associations and in- 


fluences under the shadows of: which 
these young lives are thrown, The ele 
ments that are endangering the well being 
of the nation do not spring from the Sun- 
day-schools. The songs they sing, the 
prayers they utter, the teaching they re 
ceive, all develop in the children a grand- 
er and more perfect citizenship, obedience 
to law, human and divine. 

STATISTICS. 

During the year the Union has employ- 
ed five missionaries, beside the State 
Superintendent; they have organized 30 
schools, reorganized 16, making a total of 
46, with a membership of 3,286; number 
of children placed in Sunday-schools by 
cards, 5,025 ; families visited, 9,605 ; miles 
traveled, 6,520; tracts and religious papers 
distributed, 23,560; sermons and addresses 
delivered, 635; union and cottage prayer- 
meetings held, 74 ; Sunday-school conven- 
tions and institutes, 51. There are in the 
State of Maryland 2,311 Sunday-schools, 
containing 29,809 officers and teachers, 
and 265,422 scholars, making a total mem- 
bership of 295,231. 


WORK AMONG THE COLORED’ PEOPLE, 

The work the Union has done among 
the colored people of the State is far be- 
yond any statistical or pecuniary estimate. 
It is not done on: the housetop, but in 
cabins and obscure places, and the seed 
being thus sown is bringing the colored 
people to a truer knowledge of the gospel. 
During the past year the services of Rev. 
D. J. Hull, from Lincoln University, a 
highly intelligent and thoroughly conse- 
crated Christian worker were secured. 
In entering upon the work he seemed to 
lay aside all thought of personal comfort, 
and devoted himself to the spiritual needs 
of his people with commendable zeal and 
self-sacrifice. 

SPIRITUAL FRUITAGE. 
Again the sound of rejoicing is heard 


from all parts of the State. ‘The Lord 
has done great things for us whereof we 


|are glad.’”’ The faithful, prayerful sowing 


of the seed has brought forth rich and 
joyous harvest. During the year 13,308 
children and adults have been brought 
into the fold of the church ranks of the 
Sunday-school, No longer are Christ’s 
lambs coldly pushed back from the door 
of the church, but are sweetly welcomed, 
as if the church was hearing and under- 


standing as never before, the melody of 
the Saviour’s words, “Suffer the little 
children to. come unto me, and _ forbid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
God.” Many precious instances come to 
us of child impression and child conver- 
sion, which would add interest to this re- 
port, but would extend it beyond proper 
bounds. It is pleasing to note the increas- 
ing spirituality of our Sunday-schools. 
In this connection I would commend the 
growing custom of holding special reli- 
gious services for the chiidren, and of 
preaching periodically sermons especially 
adapted to them. 

Eloquent and instructive addresses were 
delivered by Rev. M. D. Babcock, of 
Brown Memorial Presbyterian Church, 
and Mr. B. F. Jacobs, of Chicago, Ill., a 
member of the International Sunday-school 
Lesson Committee, 

The President, by a liberal donation 
of three hundred dollars, made Rev. M. 
D. Babcock, Rev. E. R. Eschbach, D.D., 
and Mr. B, F. Jacobs, Life Directors, and 
a friend donated one hundred dollars to 
make Professor John G. Robinson a Life 
Director. 

The report, in closing, adds, With an 
earnest prayer that God's blessing may 
rest upon the mothers, fathers and Sun- 
day-school teachers of Maryland, and 
that our Institution during the present 
year may be even more helpful to the 
children of the State than in the past. 
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SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
SYNOD OF OHIO. 


A special meeting of the Synod of Ohio 
has been called by the President, Rev. J. 
I. Swander, D.D., to assemble at Tiffin, 


1. To hear a report from the Board of 
Trustees of the Theological Seminary at 
Tiffin, O., and adopt such action respect- 
ing the Seminary as may be necessary. 

2. To elect a Professor of Dogmatic and 
Practical Theology in the Seminary, filling 
the vacancy caused by the retirement of 
Dr. J. H. Good, and the declination of 
Rey. J. J. Good, D.D., who was elected to 
that chair at the last regular meeting of 
the Synod. 

3. To take into consideration the pro- 
priety of establishing a third Professorship, 
to be known as ‘The Professorship of 
Hebrew and Old Testament Theology.” 

4. To elect a Professor to this Professor- 
ship, if established by the Synod. 

5, To define more fully the action in re- 
ference to the incorpora:ion of the Semi- 
nary as per action of last Synod. 


Church News. 


8a Stated Clerks of Classes and Pastors will oblige 
us by sending such Items of News as will be of interest 
to the Church. 


EASTER INGATHERINGS. 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


Philadelphia.— Church of the Strangers, 
Rev. G, H. Johnston. Certificate 8, con- 
firmation later. TZrizity. Rev. D. E, 
Klopp, D.D, Confirmation 36, certificate 
6, renewal 1, total 43. Zymanuel's. Rev. 
J. B, Kniest. Confirmation 10. Alms 
r$15-.Hzrst., Rev. Ds Van.) Horne, (D:D, 
Confirmation 10, certificate 7, renewed 
profession 2, total 19. Christ. Rev. Jas. 
Crawford. Confirmation 11, certificate 5, 


reprofession 6, total 22, Aims $135. Ob- 
ject, Home Missions. 


Lancaster.—First. Rev. J. M. Titzel, 
D.D. Confirmation, 13, certificate 5, total 
18. Alms $95.52. Object, Missions, etc. 
St. Paul's. Rev. J. W. Meminger. Con- 
firmation 40, certificate 5, renewed profes- 
sion 3, total 48. During the present pas- 
torate of seven months, 62. 


Mc Ewensville.—St. John's, Rev. G.S. 
Sorber, Confirmation 6, 
Hamburg.—St. John’s. Rev. G. W. 


Roth. By confirmatiou 15, reprofession 5, 
total 20, 


Shoemakersville—Same. Confirmation 
10. 

Manheim.—St. Paul's. Rev. W. J. 
Johnson, Confirmation 13. Alms $60. 


Object, Orphans’ Home and Benevolence. 
Of the alms $10 are from Sunday-school as 
special offering for Home Missions. 
Reading.— St Paul's. Rev. B. Bausman. 
Confirmation 31, certificate 8, total 39. 
Alms $100. Object, Home Missions, 


OUR OWN CHURCH. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 


Pennsburg.—Those who scan our ad- 
vertising columns will find one in refer- 
ence to’ Perkiomen Seminary located at 
Pennsburg, Pa. The Seminary, formerly 
conducted by Rev. C.S. Weand, is, as 
will be seen, in charge of Jas. H. Griffith, 
Ph.B. Prof. Griffith is a graduate of La- 
fayette College, and has had considerable 
experience in teaching, and is highly en- 
dorsed by those who are acquainted with 
his abilities. The Spring term opens April 
3d. 


Altoona.—Rev. D. S. Dieffenbacher, 
pastor. On the evening. of the 25th of 
January the members of Christ’s Reform- 
ed church of Altoona, Pa., met at the 
suggestion of the pastor, for the purpose 
of forming a missionary society, which 
should include the entire membership of 
the church, and create a greater interest in 
the cause of missions. 

After the adoption of a constitution and 
the election of the necessary officers to 


O., on Wednesday, May 2d, 1888, 9 A. M. 


The obiects are.these : 


serve for one year, it was decided to hold 


our meetings semi-monthly, in the Sun- 
day-school room of the church, and a 
minimum fee of five cents a month was 
made a requisite of membership, with the 
privilege of giving as much more as each 
one desired, The programme carried out 
at each meeting consists of devotional, 
literary and musical exercises, and in- 
cludes a recess for social enjoyment. 

Since its organization, the society has 
met regularly, and the membership has 
been steadily increasing, and now num- 
bers more than one hundred and twenty- 
five. 


Manheim.—To show their appreciation 
of the pastor’s services and labors in their 
behalf, the thirteen members confirmed on 
Friday preceding Palm Sunday, called at 
the parsonage and presented the Rev. W. 
J. Johnson with an envelope containing 
a handsome sum in gold and greenbacks. 
An apt presentation speech was made by 
H.S. Danner, Esq., one of the members 
of the class. The pastor responded feel- 
ingly. 

OHIO. 


Navarre.—Special services closed in this 
charge at Sherman church, March 2oth. 
Thirty persons have been received into 
full membership in the charge. The pas- 
tor, Rev. J. J. Gruber, was assisted by 
Revs. Bretz, Leberman and R. Keller. 


PERSONAL. 


Rev. D. W. Gerhard, pastor of Heller’s 
Church, at Willow Street, was fifty years 
old on Wednesday, the 21st ult, His 
brother, Rev. C.S. Gerhard, pastor of St. 
Stephen’s Reformed church, Reading, 
sails April 3 from New York for an ex- 
tended tour to Egypt, the Holy Land, the 
Continent of Europe and the British Isles, 
taking in the Evangelical Alliance in 
London in July next. So they hada fam- 
ily reunion at the residence of Rev. D. W. 
Gerhard, No. 13t South Duke Street. 
There were present besides his family and 


his sister Lizzie, Rev. C. S. Gerhard and 


wife, of Reading; Dr. M. U. Gerhard, as- 
sistant physician at the State Lunatic Hos- 
pital, at Harrisburg, and Rev. D. C., 
Tobias and wife, of Lititz. The only one 
absent was Dr, J. Z. Gerhard, Superinten- 
dent of the State Lunatic Hospital, Harris- 
burg, Pa.—Lancaster Examiner. 


Clerical Register. 


The P. O. address of Rev. J. H. Huns- 
berger is changed from Fayette to Stome 
Church, Genesse Co., NV. Y. 


The P. O. address of Rev. J. B. Henry 
is changed from Dayton, O., to Norristown, 
Fa. 


The P. O. address of Rev. J. P. Stahl is 
changed from Somerset to Marshaliville, 
Ohio. 


EMULSION 
OF PURE COD LIVER OIL 
AND HYPOPHOSPHITES 


Almost as Palatable as Milk. 


Containing the stimulating properties of the 
Hypophosphites combined with the Fattening 
and Strengthening qualities of Cod Liver Oil, 
the potency of both being largely increased, 


A Remedy for Consumption. 

For Wasting in Children. 

For Scrofulous Affections. 

For Anemia and Debility. 

For Coughs, Colds & Throat Affections. 


In fact, ALL diseases where there is an in- 
flammation of the Throat and Lungs, @ 
WASTING OF THE FLESH, and a WANT 
OF NERVE POWER, nothing in the world 
equals this palatable Emulsion. 


SOLD BY ALL DRUCCISTS. 
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For Reformed Church Messenger. 


A CALL FOR ACTION. 


The General Synod calls for the organi- 
zation of Women’s Missionary Societies 
throughout the church. 

If the congregations and pastoral charg- 
es of Schuylkill Classis have not yet done 
so, they should be prompt to do so before 
our annual meeting at Reading, Pa., on 
the 28th of May next. 

And each one of such societies is re- 
quested to send two delegates to Classis, 
on Thursday, May 31, 1888, at which time 
a Woian’s Classical Missionary Society is 
to be organized. 

The ladies in other parts of the Church 
are acting in this matter, Those of 
Schuylkill Classis should not remain be- 
hind. 

This call is issued in accord with the 
wishes of the pastors of Reading. 

I. E. GrAEFF, President. 


For Reformed Church Messenger. 


SPECIAL MEETING OF 
CLASSIS. 


At a special meeting of Goshenhoppen 
Classis, held at Boyertown, March 5, 1 888, 
Rev. J. E. Freeman was received from 
East Pennsylvania Classis, and a call ex- 
tended to him by the Boyertown charge 
was confirmed, 

He will be installed as pastor of said 
charge on Easter Monday. 

At the same meeting, Rev. L. J. Mayer 
was dismissed to St. Paul’s Classis, Synod 
of Pittsburgh and the following resolutions, 
relating to his dismission, were adopted 
and ordered to be recorded on the minutes 
of Classis; 

WHEREAS, Our esteemed brother, Rev. 
L. J. Mayer, has seen fit to resign as pas- 
tor of the old Boyertown charge, and has 
removed from our midst into the territory 
of St. Paul’s Classis, Synod of Pittsburgh, 
therefore, 

Resolved, That we, as a Classis, bear 
testimony to the Christian character and 
deportment of Bro. Mayer, as well as to 
the success that has crowned a long and 
faithful pastorate, covering a period of over 
a score of years, and 

kesolved, That we regret his departure 
from our midst, and that he carries with 
him the best wishes of the brethren of 
Classis, together with the hope and prayer 
that the Master may spare him and his 
for many more years of earnest, faithful 
service in the Master’s vineyard, such as 
has so signally characterized his ministry 
in the past. 

SECRETARY, Pro Tem. 


THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


NOTICE, 


The Anniversary of the Theological 
Seminary, Lancaster, will be celebrated 
on Thursday evening, May toth in the 
College Chapel, at 7.30. The graduating 
class numbers ezght. ; 

Oral examinations before the Board of 
Visitors will be held during Wednesday 
and Thursday. 

EML. V. GERHART, 
President of the Faculty. 


P. S.—The Seminary authorities allow 
students, during the Summer vacation, to 
perform missionary work, to assist pastors, 
or to supply vacant pastoral charges under 
the direction of Classis. Several engage- 
ments have been made. Other members 
of the prospective Senior class, numbering 
seventeen, are willing to respond to appli- 
cations. For information address the Pre- 
sident of the Faculty. 


For Reformed Church Messenger. 


RESOLUTIONS. 


At a meeting of the Joint Consistory of 


the Overton charge of the Reformed 
church, held in the St Paul’s church in 


Overton, on Saturday, the 18th day of 
February, A. D. 1888, the following pre- 
amble and resolutions were adopted: 
WHEREAS, Our pastor, the Rev. C. H. 
Mutchler, has received a call from Augusta 
charge, in Northumberland county, Pa., 
and for the purpose of accepting the same 
has tendered his resignation as pastor of 
this charge, and 5 
WHEREAS, We all realize that none but 
selfish interests can prompt us to retain him 
when another and better field is opened to 
him ; therefore be it 
Resolved, That we accept the resignation 
which severs our relations as pastor and 
people with feelings of heartfelt sadness. 
Kesolved, That the six years, in which 
he has rendered this charge faithful ser- 
vices, have been blessed in upbuilding 
our church, increasing its membership, 
and creating feelings of Christian fellow- 
ship and goodwill in other denominations. 
Resolved, That for his ministrations to 
the temporal wants of the poor, and the 
spiritual needs of all; and for the earnest 
sympathy which has always brought him 
to the bedside of the sick and dying; for 
his endeavors at all titnes, and under all 
circumstances, to -better the condition of 
suffering humanity, the members of this 
charge owe him a debt of gratitude which 
they can never repay. 
Resolved, That for his ardent labor and 
good advice during the erection of the 
new church edifice in Overton, the thanks 
and gratitude of the St. Paul’s congrega- 
tion is far inadequate for the service ren- 
dered. 
Resolved; That in parting our kindest 
wishes ever attend him, and that we 
heartily recommend him. to the people to 
which he is to minister, as one worthy 
their full confidence and high esteem. 
GEO. O. MUSSELMAN, 


FRANKLIN P, BLEILER, 
GEO. BENDER, 
nm. A.B. BLEILER, 
GEO. W. HEVERLY, 
{ F, O, STREBY, 
Committee. 


ADVICE TO MOTHERS, 


Mrs. Winslow’s Soothing Syrup should 
always be used for children teething. It 
soothes the child, softens the gums, allays 
all pain, cures wind colic, and is the best 
remedy for diarrhoea. Twenty-five cents 
a bottle. 


CATARRH CURED. 


A clergyman, after years of suffering 
from that loathsome disease, Catarrh, and 
vainly trying every known remedy, .at 
last found a prescription which completely 
curéd and saved him from death. Any 
snfferer from this dreadful disease sending 
a self addressed stamped envelope to 
Prof. J. A. Lawrence, 212 East oth Street, 
New York, will receive the receipe free of 
charge 


BeauTx 
Skin & Scalp 
RESTORED 


a, 
sees 
ae) 


OTHING IS KNOWN TO SCIENCE AT ALL 
comparable to the Cuticura ReMeEDIES 1n their 
marvelous properties of cleansing, purifying and beautfy- 
ing theskin and in curing torturing, disfiguring, itching, 
scaly and pimply diseases of the skin, scalp and blood, 
with loss of hair. ” 

Curicura, the great Skin Cure, and Curicura Soap, 
an exquisite S- in Beautifi r, prepared from it, external- 
ly, and CuticurA Resotvent, the new Blood Purifier, 
in‘ernally, cure every form of skin and blood disease, 
from pimples to scrofula. 

Sold everywhere. Price, Cuticura, soc.; Resolvent 
$1; Soap; 25c. Prepared by the Potter Drug and 
Chemical Co., Boston, Mass. 


Send for “ How to Cure Skin Diseases.” 


4ay- Pimples, blackheads, chapped and oily skin “@% 
Ka prevented by Curicura Soap. “ea 


Dull Aches, Pasns, and Weaknesse§$ instantly re- 


Brews: by the Cuticura AntI-Pain PLAsTER, the 


only pain-killing plaster. 25c. 
A BEAUTIFUL 
MOORISH GIR Colored Picture 


Sent to any address on receipt of SIX CENTS. The 
ATHLOPHOROS CO.112 Wall St., N. York 


95 $8 A DAY. Samples worth $1.50, FREE 


Lines not under the horses feet Write Braws- 
trex's Sarery Retin Hotpsr Co, Holly, Mich. 


“Used Up,” 


‘Tired Out,” “No Energy,” and simi- 
lar expressions, whenever heard, indi- 
~eate a lack of vital force, which, if not 
remedied .in time, may lead to com- 
plete. physical and nervous prostration. 
Ayer’s Sarsaparilla is the best medi- 
cine to vitalize the blood, build up the 
tissues, and make the weak strong. 


“For nearly three months I was con- 
fined to the house. One of the most 
celebrated physicians of Philadelphia 
failed to discover the cause of my 
trouble or afford relief, J continued in 
a bad_way until about a month ‘ago 
when I began to take Ayer’s Sarsapa- 
rilla, It acted like a charm, -I have 
gained flesh and strength and feel ever 
so much better. Shall continue using 
the Sarsaparilla until completely cured,’’ 
—John VY. Craven, Salem, N..J. i 

“T find Ayer’s Sarsaparilla to be an 
admirable remedy for the cure of blood 
diseases. I prescribe it, and it does the 
work every time.” —E. L. Pater, M, D, 
Manhattan, Kansas. : 


Be sure and ask for 


Ayer’s Sarsaparilla. 


: PREPARED ‘BY 
Dr. J. CG. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass. 
Price $1; six bottles, $5. Worth $5 a bottle. 


COMMON-SENSE CATARRH CURE 
89 Ruclid Ave, Cleveland, 0. gary ‘ re 
Is really Common-Sense, 
Simple & Rational, Medi- 
cating diseased parts hours g 
at a time & cures Catarrh, 
Laryngitis, Bronchitis, 
Asthma, Hay Fever, Ul- ¥§ 
cerated Nose and Throat. & 
Send for Treatise, Question } 
Blank and Testimonials 


ETTER 


HEISKELL’S TET! 


Is unquestionably the true sovereign remedy for all 
forms of skin disease — Tetter, Eczema, 
Erysipelas, Pimples, Blotches, Sore Eye=- 
lids, Running Ears, Itching Piles, &c., of no 
matter how obstinate or long standing, Its simple ap- 
plication effects a permanent cure without the aid of 
internal remedies, 'The thousands of testimonials in its 
favor are of the strongest character, from physicians 
and_,respectable private citizens all over the country, re- 
counting very remarkable cures of cases that had re- 
sisted the treatment of some of the most eminent of 
the medical profession. We therefore commend it to 
the afflicted, with the most positive assurance of its all- 
healing virtues, Sold 50c, per box by all druggists. 


SOHNSTON, HOLLOWAY & CO., PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


3000 more Words and nearly 2000 more Iilustra- 
tions than any other American Dictionary. 


WEBSTER IS THE STANDARD 
Authority in the Gov’t Printing Office, and with 
the U. S. Supreme Court. It is recommended 
by the State Sup’ts of Schools in 36 States, and 
by leading College Pres’ts of U.S. and Canada. 


It isan invaluable companion in every School 
and at every Fireside. 
Sold by all Booksellers. Pamphlet free. 
G. & C., MERRIAM & CO., Pub’rs, Springfield, Mass. 


@ and Whiskey Habe. 

its cured at home with 
out pain. Book of var- 
m ticulars sent FREER. 
B. M.WOOLLEY. M.D. 
Office 6544 Whitehall St. 


y Atianta, Ga. 


Western Farm Mortgages. 


Investors will find it safe and profitable to correspond 
with J. H. BEAITY, Garnett, Kansas. 310 years ex- 
perience in_ selecting Western securities. Nothing but 
Gilt Edge Securities taken. Not a dollar lost in the 10 
years. Reference— Bank of Garnett. 


Hebeeee AND PARLOR FURNITURE 


MANUFACTURED BY 


BAXTER C. SWAN, 244 S. 2d St., Phila 
(uaranteed Farm Bonds kassas 


Kansas 
Trust AvD BANKING Co. of Atchison, Kan. Sena- 
tor John J. Ingalls, President. ,Send for intormation 

to R. M. Mantey, Mgr. Eastern Office, 187 Broadway, 


New York. 
AMERICAN 


Fire Insurance Company, 


Nos. 308 and 310 Waxtnut Street, PHILADELPHIA. 


~ 
EQUITABLE MURTGAGE CO. 
Capital, $2,000,000. 
Debentures based on Farm Mortgages. 
PwiLaDELPHIA OFrFice, 122 South Fourth St. 
OHN D. KNOX & 10. 
INVESTMENT BANKERS & LOAN AGENTS, 
; TOPEKA, KANSAS, 


of KANSA® FIRST MORTGA- 
S, See large advertisement next week. ~ 


Negotiators 
G 


$400 ee MOLLER 52288 
Have built 


penny of the fee and PIP fortperlor schools 
ur i: 
UB. Catalogue tree ER Cy ALIN S itseerstowa a 


If you want to know all 


about the garden, address PETER HENDERSON & 
CO., 35 and 37 Cortlandt street, New York City. 


» THE LA RG — DEMAND 


GOOD SENSE 


CORDED CORSET WAISTS 


For Ladies, Misses and Children 
ym gives an opportunity to unprincipled” 
LN dealers to offer 
ey INFERIOR IMITATIONS 
under varioug names, upon 
which they, can make a larger 
profit, saying they are*‘about 
as good as the GOOD 
SENSE Waist.” 
THEY ARE NOT AS GCOD. 
iG~Be sure your Corset ig 
stamped **Giood Sense.*? 
Sold by all Leading Retailers, 
Send for Circutar, 


FERRIS BROS. new vou 
RicShane Bell Foundry 


Finest Crade of Bells,. 
Cums anp Pears for CHURCHES, &e, 
Send for Price and Catalogue. Ad 3 
ca HW. McSHANE & CO., 

BS Mention this paper. Raltimore, Ma. 


MENEELY & OOMPANY 
West Troy, N. Y., Bells 


For Churches, Schools, etc., also Chimes 
ane Peals, For more than half a century 
noted to: superiority over all others. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 


Bells of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches, 
Sehools, Fire Alarms, Farms, etc. FULLY 
WARRANTED. Catalogue sent Free. 


VANBUZEN 4& TIFT. Cincinnati, O 


DAYS’ TRIAL. 


== THIS NEW 


[ZDELASTIC TRUSS 


Has a Pad different from ali others, 
is cup shape, with Set agers 
Ball in center, adapts itself to al 
Wy Bon ere os the pe ok: WreSTINE! SAAS A 
x GO ES BACK the UST A 
SF PERSDR DUES WITH THE vin R. Swit iste 
pressure the Hernia is held securely day and night, and a 
radical cure certain, Itis easy, durable and cheap. Sentby 
mail. Circularsfree. EGGLESTON TRUSS CO., Chicago, Ill, 
' 
t 9) 


3 


| 1808.) $38 | 1808, 


i CS eR 9 
LESSON HELPS 


PERIODICALS 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 


PUBLISHDD BY THE 


Reformed Church Publication Honse, 


907 ARCH STREET, PHILA. 


GUARDIAN. 


A Monthly Magazine for Young Men and Women and 
for Sunday-school Teachers. The Sunday-school has a 
special department, in which are the Lessons and 
Comments, or Notes, for use of Teachers. A valu- 
able assistant in the study and teaching of the Sumday- 
schooi Lesson from the Reformed standpeint. 

Rev. H. M. KiKF FER, A M., Editor. 
Single f opy, $125 per year. Over 5 copies 
to one address, $1 per copy, one year. 


SCHOLAR'S QUARTERLY, 


The Sunday:school scholar’s assistant in the study of 
he Lessons, containing the Lessons and Com-= 
ments, or Netes, for the Scholars. Issued quarterly 
fonr numbers a year. i 
One No.,5cts. Single copy, one year, 20 cts. 
Over 5 copies to one address, 15 cts. 

each, one year. 


ADVANCED LESSON PAPERS. 


$6 00 a hundred, per year. 


PRIMARY LESSON PAPERS. 


SFOR THE SMALLBR SCHOLARS. 
Illustrated. $7.80 a hundred, per year. 


a 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TREASURY. 


An illustrated Paper, Issued Semi-Monthly. Adapt- 
ed to the wants of advanced scholars. 
Rev. R, L. GERHART, Editor. 


Single copy, 25 cts. per year. Over 5 copies 
to one address, 20 cts. a copy, per year, 


—_— 


THE 


REFORMED MISSIONARY HERALD. 


In the Interests of Missions. For the Homes and 


Sunday-schoois, 
Rev. A: C, WHITMER, Editor. 


Single copy, 25 cts. Over 5 copies to one ad=- 
dress, 20 cts. a copy, per year, 


SUNSHINE. 


An Iliustrated Paper for the Little Folks. 


Issued Weekly, Single copy, 35 cts. per year 
Over 5 copies, 25 cts. a copy, per year. 


All Subscriptions to be Paid in Advance. 


ALL SENT POSTAGE PAID. 
Specimen Copies sent on Application, 
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Religious, Intelligence. 


HOME. 


—Dr. Talmage’s Tabernacle Church re- 
ceived 123 members at their last commun- 
ion, making the membership now 4,184. 


—The German Presbyterian Seminary 
at Bloomfield, N. J., has thirty studentsin 
attendance. Itis supported by the Eng- 
lish churches. : 

—The library of Professor Leopold Von 
Ranke, numbering 50,000 volumes, pur 
chased for the Methodist University at 
Syracuse, N. Y., packed in 83 large boxes, 
has arrived. 

—Mr. Moody has determined not to go 
to the Pacific coast this winter, but will re- 
turn to his home in Northfield, Mass., early 
in the spring. He is at present in Iowa, 
The work at Northfield and Mount. Her- 
mon is going on smcothly and with great 
success. At Mount Hermon there are now 
over 260 young men at school. 


—A little less than a hundred years ago 
it was estimated thatin the population of 
the United States there was only one pro- 
fessing Christian to fifteen; now the esti- 
mate is one Christian ‘to every five. This 
indicates that, as rapidly as our population 
has increased in the last hundred years, 
Christianity has increased threefold faster. 


—An important institution for the edu- 
cation of the Negroes is the Tuskegee 
(Ala.) Normal School for both sexes, Prof. 
B. T. Washington, principal. 
started seven years ago with thirty pupils; 
now it has 405 from all parts of the South. 
It aims not only to train the mind, but also 
to give the pupils some useful trade. They 
ate fitted to be carpenters, blacksmiths, 
wheelwrights, painters, brickmakers, ma- 
sons, farmers, printers, and cooks, and in- 

_ structed in the various household arts. 

—Dr. McCosh is fairly entitled to retire 
on his laurets. During the twenty. yeare 
that he was President of Princeton, be- 
tween $2,000,000 and $3,000,000 have been 
subscribed to the college, the number of 
students has been increased from 264 to 
upward of 600, the unmber of professors 
from seventeen to forty-one, while the 
buildings and the books and apparatus of 
the college have been more than doubled, 
the standard of scholarship has been ma- 
terially raised, and a dozen new fellowships 
have been founded, 


FOREIGN. © 


—The Naniwa Chiukai, one of the Pres- 
byteries' of the United Church of Japan, 
reports a gain of thirty five per cent. in its 
membership the past year. 


—Mr. George Sturge, a member of the 
Society of Friends, has lately forwarded to 
the Foreign Missions Committee of the 
English Presbyterian Church a donation of 
£100. This is Mr. Sturge’s eighth instal- 
ment of a gift of £1,000 to the Missions. 


—Probably one of the oldest meeting- 
houses in the world isthe Bangund church, 
in Norway, the age of which is 800 years. 
The pagoda like structure is covered with 
shingles and an inch or two of tar. Ru 
ni¢ inscriptions, interesting to scholars, 
are on the building. 


.—Lord Bute, who is among the wealthy 
members of the Catholic peerage of Great 
_ Britain, has stated his intention of building 
a fine cathedral at Rothesay, Scotland, at 
an expense of over a hundred thousand 
dollars. His wife some time ago erected 
and maintains an orphanage in the same 
town, 


—The negotiations between the Vatican 
and Russia have proved fruitless. Russia 
demanded impossible concessions, stipu- 
lating that Catholic bishops throughout 
Russia should be appointed by the Czar; 
that the Russian language should be ex- 
clusively used in Catholic churchesin Rus- 
sia, both in preaching and in catechizing, 


This school 


should be educated in the Orthodox Russian 
Church. 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS OF 
PATCHES AND MONEY 
FOR QUILT. 


The following are the names of the min- 
isters from whom we have received patches 
and money since our last writing: D. C. 
Tobias, F. Schaad, C. Baum,_J. Grant, J. 
A. Reber, J. Sechler, I. E. Graeff, P. P. A. 


Hoffman, E. Furer, A. Heinemann, D. R. 
Taylor, A. Krahn, M. Noll, J, D. Thomas, 
L. D. Steckler, R. Keller, L. B. Clayton, J. 
Kuhn, S. Wolf, S. S. Meyer, J. H. Sepler, 
J. Bolenbacher, S. B, Mase, Geo. Loos, S. 
G. Wagner, I. N. Peightel, C. A, Lemberg, 
E. E. Gruenstein. W, M. Landis, E. Spang- 
ler, G. W. Williard, D. B. Albright, H. 
Leiss, W. Wittenwyler, J. S. Wagner, A. 
Kanne, E. Schoaf, H. Rust, M. Heinze, J. 
S. Freeman, P, Jorris, M. F, Dumstrey, E. 
H. Dieffenbacher, G Kuhlen, P. Herbruck, 
P, D. Schory, C. Wisner, F. P. Leich, G. 
W. Henning, J. J. Leberman, J. B. Rust, 
W.F. Zander, W. B. Sandoe, J. D. Neff, 
M. Muller, R. F. Oplinger, F. C. Bauman, 
J. M. Grether, M. H. Shultz. C. U. Heil- 
man, H. M. Herman, D. M, Christman, 
W. G. Schaeffer. We say thanks many 
times over to the ministers, their wives, 
daughters, and lady friends for the splendid 
variety of patches we are daily receiving, 
also forthe money, and language cannot 
express our gratitude when we read the 
letters that come with them, To those who 
have sent us $1 with the request, ‘‘ that we 
work a patch for each of our Foreign Mis- 
sionaries,” we say it will be done. 

We very much desire a patch from each 
one of our aged ministers for the reason 
that they may be placed around the cen- 
tral patch. If from any cause they are 
not able to have it worked, will not some 
lady friend do it for them as labor of love 
and respect. Mrs, M. A. BAUMAM, 

Chairman. 

Teegarden, O. 


PHILADELPHIA MARKETS. 


—_—_— 


— WiIOEHOALE FRICES. 


\ Saturday, March 31, 1888. 


BREADSTUFFS.—Flour. Supers, $2.50@2.75 : win- 
ter extra, $2.75@3; ' Pennsylvania, family, $3.75@3.87; 
Pennsylvania, roller process, $4@4.25; Western winter, 
clears, #4@4.25; do. straight, $425@4.40; do. patent, 
$4.40@4 75 ; Rye Flour, $3.40@3.©0 per bar. 

WHEAT.—We quote No. 2 red in export elevator 
at goc.; March, g1c.; April, 91{%c.; May, g2c.; and 
June, 92c. 

CORN.—Sales of 1200 bushe!s. No. 2 yellow on track 
at 58c.; March, at 57/4c.; April, at 58c.; May, sgc.’ 
June, at soc. 5 

OATS.—Sales of x car ungraded white at 4tc.3 1 ca 
No. 3 white, 40c.;1 car do at 4:34c.; March, 4oY%c; 
April, 4o%c. 

PROVISIONS. — We quote Mess Pork at $16@ 
16.50; family Pork, at $16.50; shoulders in salt, 
6%c.; do, smoked, 7(c.; breakfast bacon, 1o@10\c.; 
Loose butchers’ Lard, 7%@73{c. ; prime steam do., 
$7.784 ; city refined do., 8%c. as to quality. Bee, 
Hams, $17.5e@1850; smoked beef, 12@13c., sweet 
pickled hams, 10@r1c.; as to averages; city family 
beef, $8.50@9 $8 bar. City Tallow in hogsheads, 4% 
@4%C. 

POULTRY.—We quote live chickens, re@110.; live 
Turkeys, 12’%@13c.; Dressed chickens, dry picked roast- 
ing stock, 14c.; dressed Turkeys, 13@14¢. 

EGGS.—Western at 20l4c., and Pennsylvania, and 
near-by brands, 22¢. 

BUTTER.—We quote creamery extra, 28@29c.; do. 
fair to prime, 25@27c.; creamery prints, 30c.; do. 
fair to prime, 28@29c. 

CHEESE.—We quote New York full-cream fancy. 
1234@13c., do. do. prime to choice 12@124c.; Ohio 
flats, fancy, 1144@r134c. 

REFINED SUGARS.—Powdered, 74%@73c.; gran 
ulated, 634c.; Crown A. 7c.; crystal A. 656c.; confec. 
tioner’s A. 634c. 


THE HEROISM OF WOMEN, 
The number is legion who are chronic 


what ails them. They are miserable, ex 
tremely miserable. Especially may this 
be said of a very large class of females. 
They have a heavy, weighty feeling as if 
being draggedto the earth; a misery in 
their back ; an all gone feeling. Scarcely 
able to put one foot before another, and 
yet seeing the work must be done, they go 
on, a tread-mill life from early morn till 
late at night, keeping abou} from the mere 
force of will. Arising in the morning but 
little refreshed by the few hours of broken 


sleep; no; one but themselves knowing 
that incessant aches and pains had robbed 


and that the offspring of mixed marriages | them of that much needed rest. 


invalids and are extremely puzzled to tell , 


The following is a brief statement taken 
from one of many letters received of simi- 
lar import: 


CULPEPER, Va., May 31, 1886. 


“ Drs. STARKEY & PALEN:—I wrote you 
my symptoms one year ago last February, 
when I was taking the Compound Oxygen, 
then given me by a friend but I was so 
weak and nervous at that time I doubt if it 
was sufficiently legible. 

‘“My doctor treated me for catarrhal 
consumption, and gave me all kinds of 
medicines for suppression, but they only 
seemed to increase my pain. At last he 
concluded there was some organic derange- 
ment, and gave me _ surgical treatment, 
which instead of relieving me, increased 
my agony, producing inflammation that 
reached the brain, making me utterly sleep- 
less and delirious for months. 

“One day a friend came to see me who 
had a part of a Home Treatment of Com- 
pound Oxygen at her house, and persuad- 
ed metotry it. She sent it to me, and I 
commenced using it, but I must say with 
very little faith. After using it about a 
week my nose bled very profusely, and I 
felt great relief from the brain pressure 
that had kept me crazed for months. I 
began tosleep. My mind eame back to 
me, though my doctor had said if I ever 
got better or lived, I would never recover 
my mind. Heseemed surprised that I had. 
He recommended surgical treatment, but 
I had suffered so much by that from him I 
would not trust it again. This was about 
a year ago, and I was an invalid untila 
month or so since, when I commenced to 
drag around a little, becoming so tired I 
could not rest. But since using Compound 
Oxygen I can rest and walk about, and 
the cold I had when the Compound Oxy- 
gen arrived soon disappeared, I am strong- 
er and better than for years. Have re- 
sumed my old Sunday-school class, and 
played on the organ last Sunday.” 

There are very many people interested 
in the treatment which has dope so much 
for this lady in Virginia. If you wish fuller 
information send to Drs. Starkey and 
Palen, 1529 Arch street, Philadelphia, Pa., 
for their treatise, which is sent free. 


Read Loan Advertisement of Lebold, 
Fisher & Co.; sixteen years’ experience, 
and ever lost a dollar for any customer. 


To bashful corresponde‘it-—The. first 
thin g for you to do is to pop the question ; 
the second to question the pop. 


Thin hair thickened, baldness cured, and 
gray hair made to return to its youthful 
color by the use of Hall’s Vegetable Sicil- 
ian Hair Renewer. 


A physician says: “If a child does not 
thrive on fresh milk, boil it.”” This is too 
severe. Why not spank it ? 


This is the season when a reliable medi- 
cine like Hood's Sarsaparilla will do you 
more good than at any other time of year. 
Try Hood's Sarsaparilla this spring. It 
will purify your blood. 


It is no wonder that some people are 
talkative. Five gases,enter into a man's 
composition.— Pittsburgh Chronicle. 


impound 


For The Nervous 
The Debilitated 
The Aged 


31 URES Nervous Prostration,Nervous Head- 
eh! ache, Neuralgia, Nervous Weakness, 
Stomach and Liver Diseases, and all 
affections of the Kidneys. 

AS A NERVE TONIC, It Strengthens 
and Quiets the Nerves. 


AS AN ALTERATIVE, It Purifies and 
Enriches the Blood. 


AS A LAXATIVE, It acts mildly, but 
surely, on the Bowels. 

AS A DIURETIC, It Regulates the Kid- 
neys and Cures their Diseases. 
Recommended by professional and businessmen, 
Price $1.00, Sold by druggists. Send for circulars, 
WELLS, RICHARDSON & Co, Proprietors, 

BURLINGTON, VT. 


March April May 


Are the months in which to purify the blood, for at 
no other season is the body so susceptible to benefit 
from medicine. The peculiar purifying and reviv- 
ing qualities of Hood’s Sarsaparilla are just what are 
needed to expel disease and fortify the system 
against the debilitating effects of mild weather. 
Every year increases the popularity of Hood's Sar- 
sapariila, for it is just what the people need at this 
season, 


Hood’s Sarsaparilla 


“Thad erysipelas in the worst form, being nearly 
covered with blisters. I had taken but a few doses 
of Hood's Sarsaparilla when I b gan to feel better; 
im a week I was sure it was domg me good, and 
when the first bottle was gone I was entirely well. 
I have not been troubled by erysipelas since.’ Mrs. 
L. Bacon, Briafield, Mass. 


Purifies the Blood 


“T take Hood’s Sarsaparilla every year as a 
spring tonic, with most satisfactory results. I re- 
commead Hood's Sarsaparilla toa 1 who have that 
miserable tired feeling at this season.’”? C, PARME- 
LEE, 349 Bridge street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Hood’s Sarsaparilla 


Sold by all druggists. $1; six for $5. Prepared only 
by C. 1. HOOD & CO., Apothecaries, Lowell, Mass. 


100 Doses One Dollar 


St. Paul, Minnesota. 


The acknowledged commercial and financial metro- 
polis of the great Northwest. Population, 200,000. 

Buildings erected in 1837 cost $11,000,000, and, if 
placed side by side, would reach over 16 miles. No bet- 
ter or safer investment anywhere than in Loans secured 
by first mortage on St Paul Real Estate; or in buying 
property which is constantly advancing in value by 
means of increase of population and actual improve- 
ments. The undersigned has had fifteen years’ experi- 
ence in the Real Estate and Loaning business. Careful 
and conservative in all his dealings, and wiih an estab- 
lished reputation, he respectfully asks your attention, 
and hopes to gain your confidence and form business 
relations which may piove mutually beneficial. Corres- 
pondence solicited. 


RUSH B. WHEELER. 


» "WOOD'S "’ 
\& GENUINE SELECTED 
a9 SPICES. 


Trade Mark 


ESRI Sy 


S) 


Pungent, Aromatic, Economical, 
Securedby FIRST MORTGAGES. 
SAFE AS 
CENT ges- GOVERNMENT 
B 0 N D ally, at office or bank of mortgagee. 
16 years’ experience, and Never Lost a Dol- 
ability, integrity, and financial standing. It you have 
money to loan, write for circular and particulars. Ad- 
ud 
Lebold, Fisher & Co, Abilene, Kans. 
By permission we refer to Rev. W. A. Welsher, D.D., 
ee Gare Pa.; and Kountze Bros., Bankers, 
eee |6AS CURATIVES. 
A small treatise mailed to any address on receipt of & 
Hill Magnetic Appliance Co., Boston, Mass 
volume, and it can be opened instantly at any desired 
rumber. ¢ rice, 75c, to $l 5V, according to size. 


6 THOS. WOOD & 00. BOSTON. 
es 
a) PER Interest to Investors. 
a 
< 
3 
Interest payable Semi-Annu-= 
Jar for any customer. Best of references given as to 
dress, : 
Bankers & Loan Agents 
Baptist Pastor, Abilene, Kansas; Rev. M Valentine, 
MAGNETISN avo ELECTRICITY 
cts. in postage stamps, Addiess 
For Sunday Schools, has on: place omly for eac 
JOHN McNEILL, 231 S. Fifth Ss, PHILA. 


Parlor; 
Mirrors, 
Engravings, 
Etchings, 
Paintings, 
Easeis, 
Fedestals, 
Picture 


Frames. 


LARGEST STCCK IN THE CITY. 


806 MARKET ST, PHILADA. 
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REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER. 


[APRIL 4, 1888, 


WANAMAKER’S 


Puivapecenta, April 2d, 1888. 


UNLOOKED-FOR PRICES AT EVERY FOOT OF COUNTER 
fn the Diess Goods circuit. 

Here is a bit of plain talk on a coming fashion. 
Paris takes Mohair snuff, America sneezes, The 
form of the stuff is Glace and Sicilienne, the colors 
lustrous, mixed in shades of gray and brown; the 

lace is in two shades, 27inch at 25 and 37.4¢., the 
Sicilienne is in two grades and two widths, 27-inch soc., 
42-inch 65c. Seize the stuff in the centre of the piece, 
crush and crumple it in your clasped hand. See how 
it, falls and hardly shows a crease. That’s utility. 
Plain, durable, mut costly, very /aeskionadle, Ideal 
combination, 


SILKS NEVER MORE OR BETTER KINDS AND NEVER AT 
more interesting prices. The richest yield of foreign or 
~domestic looms. Some as black as the hinges of mid- 
night; sone as white as new fallen snow, and a g!orious 
rank and file of skades that sport with Nature’s gayest 


moods. 

In Black Silks it 1s easy to go wrong. We take) 
good care that you shall not. Black that will be 
justrous as long as the Silk lasts. And the weight 
even f the thinnest of these fabrics comes from silk, and 
uot from dye. ‘This insures beauty of color and softness 
of fini: h. 

Fresh invoices of “‘ Indias” by almost every steamer. 
The styles are exclusive. Printed in eighty-four color- 
tugs on good: 22, 24 and 27 inches wide. Plaih to match 
These jight, fine fabrics are the most fashionable for the 
co.;ing Summer. Real Shantung Pongees, free from 
d st, in pieces of 19 yards, for $5 a piece. This is an 
exceptional offering. 

Surah Silks, in blacks, plain colors, plaids, stripes 
ani changeable checks of exclusive designs, make 
stylish skirtings, with plain overdress. ‘Lhe peculiar 
twill, rich raven black and lustrous finish of these all- 
silk Black Surahs make them exceedingly popular. 
Prices help: 22 inches, 65 and 75 cents; 26 inches, 75 
cents and §:. 


Two TowELs FROM A HUNDRED sorTS: DAMASK; 
six “ Old Bleach ” patterns ; knotted fringe; red borders, 
blue borders ; sturdy stock; $2.40 a doz. We have never 
had a $3 Towel that was better. 

Turkish Bath Towels and Sheets from Germany, Eng- 
land, Ireland. Striped and plain; Inen joops, cotton 
loops ; 25¢. to $3.50. Not another such gathering in this 
country, 

Ur of Linen generally. Judge by one: 74-inch grass 
bleached Damask, a breath of cream on the snowy sur- 
face;not a fibre weakened by forced whitening; 75c. a 
yard. We have sold poorer goous for $x. Napkins to 
match, 20inch, $1.50; 23-inch, $2. 


Joun WANAMAKER, 


PHILADELPHIA, 


MUSIC BOOKS 


THAT ARE 


ALWAYS IN SEASON. 


One who can play or sing need never be lonely—with 
such books as these in the house: 
Classical Pianist and Piano Classics, each 
$1.00, are choice and fine cellections of the best new 
pieces by eminent composers. 

Young People’s Classics, $1.00, contains much 
good and easy music, 


Best editions of the Piano works of Beethoven, Mozart, 
Chopin, Schumann and Mendelssohn, for sale. Send for 
lists. 


For players on VIO. IN, GUITAR, MANDO- 
LIN, BANJOU and all KEKD and ORCHES- 
TRAL INSTRUMENTS, good muslc and reliable 
instructors are provided. Also a large and good assort- 
ment of the Instruments themselves for sale at our 
Branch Store, under the title of 


J.C, Haynes & Co,, 33 Court Street, Boston, 


Please send for grand Pictorial Catalogue! 
Good Vocal Music for Home Entertainment is in 


Song Classics, $1—so high class songs. 
Good O'd Songs we used to Sing, $1—the 
favorite songs of a half-century. 


College Somgs, 50 cts.—p pular and easy. 
Songs and Games for Little Ones, $2. 


Any Book Mailed for Retail Price, 


Oliver Ditson & Co., Boston. 
J. E. Dizson & Co., 1228 Chestnut St., Phila. 


GHOIGE CARPETINGS 
IN ALL GRADES, 


AT POPULAR PRICES, 


A full lineofOUR OWN MANU- 
FACTURE and Standard Domes- 
tic and Imported Carpets. 

see- We request only an OPPOR- 
TUNITY to show you our stock. 


IVINS, DIETZ & MAGEE. 


NEW STORE, 


Zit WEIGA SS 


(ROYAL eaueg > 


R 


be 


ely Pure. 
This powder never varies, A marvel of purity, 

strength and wholesomeness. More economical than 

the ordinary kinds, and cannot be sold in competition 

with the multitude of low test, short weight, alum or 

pnosphate powders. Scld onlyin cans. 

ROYAL BAKING FOWDER CO.,, 106 Wall St.,N.Y 


AN ARMY O 
bright 


Absolut 


women are 
now using JAMES Pyig’s 
PEARLINE, the Best wash- 


ing compound ever made, 


Better than soap—better re- 
sults—saves the rubbing and 
wear—economical. 


Be bright yourself, and try 
this modern way of washing 
and cleaning. 


Every grocer has PEARLINE. 
Avoid dangerous imitations. 


JAMES PYLE, New York. 


wonrn | DAY SEWED SHOE STORE 
EIGHTH. |-RUBBER SHOES-— 
PHILADA. | FIRST QU ALITY ONLY. 


CLEANED for two 


CARPETS rcemes per yard. 


Knickerbocker Co.,940N. 9th St. below Girard 
Avenue, 


121% Market Street, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


monthl ayments, 
ESTEY, BRUCE&CO.1 8A serene sty 


Dr. JAE 
SANITARY WOOLE 


OF PHILAD 
Solicit inspection of their varie 
UNDER 
and other garments, includi 


R’S 


CO. 


‘or the com 


plete equipment of men, Ex- 
clusively manufactured an é 
1104—_OHESTN 1106 


Caralogue and pri 


N EXCELLEN 
Effervescent Selt 
reliable remedy for Si 
ness, Liver Complaints 
mended by physicians and sold 


ANDRETHS’ SEEDS APE THE BEST 


NORTH, SOUTH, EAST OR WEST. 
D. Landreth & Sons, 21 & 23 So. 6th St, Phila 


AILEY’S COMPOUND 
Light-Spreade 
ing Silver-Plated 

CORRUGATED GLASS 


REFLECTORS! Arendet! F 


E—Tarrant’s 
e satest and most 
yspepsia, Bilious- 
tipation, Recom- 
ruggists everywhere. 


A. J. WIEDENER, &. 


Its merits asa WASH BLUE have been fully tested 
and indorsed by thousands of housekeepers. Your 
Grocers ought tohave it on Sale. Ask him for it. D.S, 
WILTBERGER, Prop., 232 N. 2d St., Phila., Pa. 


iCOOD NEWS 
ito LADIES. 


Greatest Bargains ‘Gcncs 


Coffees, 
Baking Powder and PREMIUMS. 
For particularsaddress 

THE GREAT AMERICAN TEA Co, 
3133 Vesey St., New York, N.Y. 


The largest cireulation of any 
400 000 periodical in the world. ‘The 
' Phila. Ladies’ Home Jour- 


Two Thousand Famous | 
AUTHORS. | 


t 


~ It seems almost incredible that a library fairly representing” 
approximately two thousand of the most eminent authors of 
the world, of all lands and all times, can really be placed within 
the reach of ordinary homes. Yet this is what is accomplished 
by. Alden’s Cyclopedia of Universal 
I o V ols x Liteedure Fim IX, of which is now 
ready. ‘The work, completed, is to comprise from fifteen to 


twenty volumes, of about 480 pages each, in large type, 


really beautiful and excellent in all mechanical 
qualities, and yet sold at the phenomenally $ fi ¢ o O 


low price of 50 cents per volume for cloth, or 60 cents for half 


Morocco bindings; even from these prices large reductions are 
made to early purchasers, and to clubs. The publisher will send 
a specimen volume to anyone on receipt of the price, allowing 
the privilege of returnif not wanted. All lovers of good books 
should at least see the work, which should not be confused in the 
reader’s mind with Alden’s Manifold Cyclopedia—the one is a 
Cyclopedia of Literature, the other of Knowledge and Language. 


The Literary Revolution Catalogue (84 pages) sent free on application. 
ALpEn’s publications are NOT sold by book-sellers—no discounts except to Stockholders, Books 
seul for examination before payment, satisfactory reference being given. 


JOHN .B. ALDEN, Publisher, NEW YORK: 


893 Pearl St.; P, O. Box 1227. CHICAGO : Lakeside Building, Clark and Adams Sts 


Warranted Seed. 


I have founded 
my busiuess on 


Q* tee belief that 
ge the public are anxious to get their seed directly fromthe 
\ grower, Raising a large proportion of my seed enables 


me to warrant its ireshness and purity, as see my Vewe- 
2 table and Flower Seed Catalogue for 1888, FREE 
for every son and daughter of Adam. It is 
@liberally illustrated with engravings mude directly 
7 from photographs of vegetablis grown on my seed 
wf arms, Besides an immense variety of standard seed, you 
will find in it some valuable new vegetables not found in 
‘ny other catalogue. As the original introducer of the 
Eclipse Beet, Burbank and Early Ohio Potatoes, Hubbard 

Squash, Deephead Cabbage, Cory Corn, and a score of other 
3H \ aluable Gay ae I invite the p:tronage of the public. 

G FAM ES . 


McCALLUM & SLOAN. 


Invite attention to the product of their 


NEW GLEN ECHO MILLS, 


tr aaah 


anette utiahe ergs Fs at ammntinar ri ne eatekn 


Comprising 


WILTON, 
BRUSSELS, 
and INGRAIN 


CARPETINGS 


In new and special designs. 


All Grades! _ 
and our prices are 


Low as the lowest. 


Complete assortment of 


Mattings, ART SQUARES Axminster, 
Floor Linens, in richest designs and colorings, Moquette, 
* Oil Cloths, All sizes. ' Tapestry. 


and Linoleums, 


McC ALLUM & SLOAN 
1012-1014 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Wonderfully Popular. The Crowning Life Work of the late 


al DEE \Memorial Edition.| AGENTS 
BE LOW Price. JUST OUT.) Wanted 
i minis f ? life among the Brilliant Men and Proud Ladies of 
yt capital, Setnant orition: say of it: “Full of en ee pore Sherman. 

4 “Charming in every line.”—Hon, H, L. D: . “A running river of lively anecdote."—N. 


Trib’ “ Extremely amusing wt holedo “Blade “He wields a pen sharp as a baronet, 
sree Advocate, trim full of humor,’—Herald, “Full of racy gossip." —Chicago Tim 


— S Chris 
Apply for BIG TERMS to HUBBARD BROS.. Philadelphia. ; 


IL AIDS. | western FARM MORTGAGE 


Virginia, West Virginia and Maryland 
a Ee AR EE SP ET ETE tl SET 
offer superior inducements to__persons Lawrence, TRUST Co, Kansas. 
Capital ee $1,000,000.00 — 


seeking pleasant and profitable homes. 
Low priced farming and grazing Jands| 7 Per Cent. Guaranteed Mortgages. 
6 Per Cent. Gold Debentures. 


timber and mineral lands, manufacturing 
SS ES TY TEE EE EEE 
. O. Taxacunr, Prest, Nat. Bank, Lawrence, Kan., President. 


5 W. E. Grtrritn, President Merchants’ Nat. Bank, Lawrence, 


Kan., General Manager. 
ad .V. B. Bux, 2 Vice-Prest. 
F.M. Perxins, fst Vice: Prest, _M vane : a ates. 


P. E. Emery, Auditor. 


sites, business locatioms, etc. 
TS TT I EE ATED 


For fall information, given free of 


charge, write to 
ARS ON CARRE 


B.A. cat aesterhted da!" 
0. Y 
Lo Ip1 Broadyay, NY, Ory. 0. 0, Hing & Sox Agents, 
Land and Immigration Agent, ALBANY Ny eS Be ee “Y.& NLE, 
HE. ~ ky » UL A le 
: Mass, M. D. BROOKS, Agent. 
BS 0 Schoo, ye Pa, FRANK SKINNER, Man'’r. 


»» PHILADA, ‘i x 
Write for full information. 
L, H, PERKINS, Secretary, Lawrence, Kansas, 


Morphine Habit Cured in 10 
to 20 days. No pay till cured. 
Dr. J. Stephens, Lebanon, O, 


Baltimore, Md. 


The PENN MUTUALLIFE INSURANCE CO, 


Issues all approved forms of contracts adapted to cvery 
legitimate need, ‘at the lowest, s re rates. Send for 
rates, etc. Home Office, 921 Chestnut street, 
Philada. 


EK, O. THOMPSON, 


Merchant Tailor, and Importer of English Clothing, 


mnaland Practical Housekeeper.” a Sample 
copies free. CURTIS PUB. CO., Phila., Pa. 


Pige ns, Imported and Hom; bred. Best In- Inut St.—1338 Chestnut St. 
FOWLS cubator and brooder. Engiish Mastiff Doxs. bibs hike PHILAD LPHIA. : 
Stamp for Circulay. J. L. HARRIS, Cinnaminson, N.J 


